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The irheosophkcrl Socit.!~~, ~rs szrc-h, zi lzot 1-esjonsible for 12111: oji~zion OY 

declarntiott zrr this nzngasrir c, 411 zclh om s o czlf?- e-I??-essed, zzlnlcss co~zf~tlizetLT i?z art 
ufici~7Z docrrnzent. 

\Vhere any article, or statement, has the author's name attached, he 
alone is responsible, and for those which are unsigned, the Editor will be 
accountable. 

" And no\lr, under the Lotus in the I-Ieart, glows the lamp of the Soul. Protected 
by the gods who there stand guard, it sheds its soft rays in every direction." 

A mi2 hty spirit moves through the pages of the Bhagavad-Gita. I t  has 
the seductive influence ofbeauty; yet, like strength, it fills one as with the 
sound of armies assembling or the roar of great waters ; appealing alllie to 
the warrior and the ph~losopliel-, it shons to the one the righteousness of 
lawful action, and to the other the calmness wt~ich results to  him who has 
reached inaction through action. Sclilegel, after studjing the poem, pays 
tribute to it in these I\ ords : '$  By the Brahmins, reverence of masters is con- 
sidered tlie most sacred of duties. Thee therefore, first, most holy prophet, 
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- interpreter of the Deity, by whatever name thou wast called among mortals, 
the author of this poem, by whose oracles the mind is rapt with ineffable 
delight to doctrines lofty, eternal, and divine-thee first, I say, I hail, anti 
shall always worship at thy feet." 

T h e  second chapter begins to teach philosophy, but in such a way that 
Arjuna is led on gradually step by step to the end of the dialogue ; and yet 
the very first instluctions from Krishna are so couched that the end and 
purpose of the scheme are seen at the beginning. 

Although philosopliy seems dry to most people, and especially to mind, 
in the Western n~orld who are surrounded by the rush of their new anti 
quite undeveloped civilization, yet it must be taught and understood. It  has 
l~ecome the fashion to some evtent even in the Theosophical Society to 
scout careful study or practice and go in for the rapid methods inaugurated 
in America. I n  many places emotional goodness is declared to exceed in 
value the calnlness that results from a broad philosophical foundation, and 
in others astral wonder seeking, or great strength of mind whether d i sc~ im-  
inative or not, is given the first rank. Strength without I;no\vledge, and 
sympathetic tears without the ability to be calm,-in fine, faith nritl~out 
works-~vill not save us. And this is one of the lessons of the second 
chapter. 

T h e  greatest of the Ancients inculcated by both symbols and books the 
absolute necessity for the acquirement of philosophical kno~vledge, inas- 
milch as strength or special faculties are useless without it. Those Greeks 
and others who recorded some of the wisdom of the elder Egyptians well 
illustrated this. They said," that in the symbols it was shown, as n here 
Hernies is represented as an old and a young man, intending by this to 
signifjr that he tvho rightly inspects sacred matters ought to be both in- 
telligent and stron?, one ofthese without the other being imperfect. And 
for the same reason the symbol of the great Sphynx was established ; the 
beast signif!-ing strength, and the man wisdon~. For strength when destitute 
of the ruling aid of wisdom, is o\~e'rcome by stupid astonishment confusiny 
ail things together ; and for the purpose of action the intellect is useleii 
when it is depnved of strength." So, whether our strength is that of s jm-  
patthy or of astral vision, we will be confoundetf if pliilosophical 1;nonledye 
be absent. 

But, so as not to 1)e misunderstood, I must answer the question that 
\\.ill be asked, " Do you then condemn sympathy and love, and preach a 
colci philosophy only?" By no means. Sympathy and enlotion are a i  

much partsof the great whole as l;no\vledge, but iilcluiring stuclents wish to 
l;!low all that lies in the path. 'The office of iympa:hi\r, charity, and all o t l l e~  

iorms of goodness, so far as the effect on us is concerned, is to entitle us t o  

I .  By this exercise we inevitably attract to  us those souls I\ ho haire the 
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kriowledge and are ready to help us to acquire it also. But while we ignore 
philosophy and do not try to attain to right discrimination, we must pass 
through many lives, many weary treadmills of life, until at last little by little 
we have been forced, ~vithout our \\.ill, into the possession of the proper 
seeds of mental action from which the crop of right discrimination may be 
gathered. 

Arjuna asks Krishna: 
" As I am of a disposition which is affected by compassion and the fear of doing 

wrong, my mind is bewildered. Tell me truly what may be best for me to do ! I am 
thy tlisciple, wherefore instruct me in niy duty, who am under thy tuition ; for my under- 
standing is confounded by the dictates of illy duty, ancl I see nothing that may assuage 
the grief which drieth up  nly faculties, altl~ough I were to obtain a l<ingdom without a 
rival upon earth or dominion over the Ilosts: of heaven." 

I<ric;tlna, now the Guru-or spiritual teacher-of Arjuna, makes a reply 
which is not excelled a11y1vhel.e in the poem ; pointing out the permapence 
and eternal nature of the soul, the progress i t  has to make through reincar- 
nation to perfection, the error of imagining that we really do an).tlling 
ourselves, and slionring how all duties must be performetl by him who 
desires to reach salvation. T h e  ~vortls used by the Blessed Lortl in speak- 
ing of the soul cannot be addecl to by  me. H e  says : 

"The \vise grieve not for deatl or living. Rut never at any periotl did I, or tho~l, or 
thesc Icings of men, not csist, nor shall any of us at any time !lenceforward cease to 
exist. As the soul in the t~ody undergoes the changes of childhootl, prime, and age, so 
it ol~tains a lien. bocly hereafter : a sensible mail is not trouliled almut that. ISut the con- 
tact of tlie elements, O son of Icunti ! which bring colt1 ancl heat, pleasure ant1 pain. 
which come and go ant1 are temporary, these do tllou endure, 0 Bharata ! 1 For that man 
\vhom, I~eing the same in pain a:id plea~ure and ever constant, these elements (lo not 
afflict, is fittetl for iniulortality. There is no existence for what does not exist, nor is there 
any non-existence for what esists. * * * I<11ow this, that that by which all 
this universe is created is indestructil~le. KO one can cause the clestruction of this ines- 
liaustible thing " * H e  who I~elieves that this spirit can kill, and he who thinl;.; 
it can l ~ e  I;illed, both of these are wrong in judgment. It is not born, nor dies at any 
time ; it has no origin,  no^. mill it ever have an origin. Unl)orn, changeless, eternal 
both as to future ant1 p a t  time, it is not slain wlleil the body is liilled. IIow can that 
man, O Son of Prith5! 'wlio lino\vs that it is indestrucril~le, coilstant, unborn, and in- 
exliau>til>le, really cause the death of anybotly or kill anyl)ody himself? As a inan al,nii- 
dons worn-out clothes ant1 takcs other new ones, so does the soul quit worn-out botlie. 
ant1 enter other new olle-. \Yeapons cnl111ot cleave it. Fire cannot 11ut-n it, nor can 
water ne t  it, nor wind dry it. It is constant, capable of going everywliere, firm, immo\= 
al~le ,  2nd elernal. I t  is said to IIC invisil)le, incolnprellensil)le, immutable. Therefore, 
linoning it to 1)e s ~ ~ c h ,  thou art i i o ~  right to grieve for ~ t . "  
. - - - -- - - - - -. - - -- - - - - - . . . . - - - - . 

1 In th i s  verse-the l l th-Hrishl~a cxlls Arj1111a ?I?. two I!nmes : first-us so11 of Klulti his 
motl~er) ,  ; ~ ~ l ( l  s ~ ~ c o ~ ~ ~ - - x s  R1;;irilt:l desc~i1~1:111t of tlie mighty I3harata). He ia rcll~ilidecl cjf his  enrt l~ly 
origiil i n  tilt: Sc~gillzlii~g ~vL1c.11 refereilce is m:r(ic. to  the ell-lliel~ts that  prodnct. bodily se~~scitiolis : 

anitl a t  t l ~ c  cild, -\vllen adjlwecl to  endure th(.sr chai~ges, h i s  ilttel~tinll is directed to x great a11(1 
powtirf111, spiritual, p:tterlial :111certor. All of this  is significa1lt.-U. 
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Tllis is tlie same cloctrine as is fc~untl in t l ~ e  Isa~.asa!-n-V~janishncl :- 

The htt!~~fi!~p of L I ~ Z  kYpi~-,lufrl Bei7lg.,s, an (1 l < e , ~ ~ / ~ 4 r ~ / f ~ i / o ~ ~ .  A l l ~  ( I  I)!. '' Spi 1.i !.11:d 
13eings7' is nleatlt all liie a 1 ) o ~ e  tlle inorganic. !i,r 11:111 i5 n (> t  xdlllitted t o  

be matel-ial. 'I'here is (.,II~!, cine life, one consciousne>s. I t  mnscjuerncies 

under all the (tifierent f;)rms o f  sentient 1)ein~-s, a n t i  t11o.e val.!.ing forms \\.ith 
their intelligences ~nirrc:,r a ~)ort;oil  of tile Olrr~ /]!;ft.. thus produci~ig in e:~ch 
a false idea of egoism. co~itinuance oi beliei in that fhlse ego produces a 
continuance of ignorance? tl:t~s dela!-ing sal\.ation. 'I'lie beginning (of t11e 
effort to dissipate this i i l ~ e  1)e;ief' is the I)egin~tin? of !hi. Pnfh : tlie total 
dissipation clf it is the perfectinn of  Yoga, or un io~l  I\-ith God. T h e  entry 
upon that P2 t h C/~;~IJZ(J! ht. ?ntrtkc luztil ~-esrjyil(~!io~~ I:'; C ~ ~ S Z I ? T Z ~ ~ Z O ~ ~ ~ '  ; for, as the 
Cpanisliad and the Uaga~xl-Gita  sa!,: 

l L  -111 this : n.l~atsoe\-er mot.es on earth, is to lje surrentlered to the Lord- 
the Self. IT-hen thou Iiast surren(1ered all this ; then tho11 ma!.est enjoy." 

If this be true, then h o ~ v  necessar! to consicler philosopl~!- so as to be 
able to cut o f f t h e  false belief? ,\ncl ho\v useless to pursue i)ccultisnl merely 
for !.our own benefit? Y(.i~l ~na!- linon. all al)out currents anti l)o!arities, 
about any and every phenomenon possible in the astral wc~rld, but lvith the 
death of your body it is lost, leaving to you onl!. tlie amount of real Spiritual 
advance you happen to ]lave made. But once resign and all is possible. 
This \\-ill not ruin !-our life nor destro!- any proper ideals : poor and petty 
ideals had better be at once lost. I t  ma!. seem that all ideals are gone, but 
that will t)e only the first effect of' t ~ k i n g  this step. 

II7e must be I-eady to say at any moment under whatever circumstances, 
whether expected or unexpected : " I t  is just what I in fact desired." For 
only those ideals can be dissipated which rest upon a lower basis than tlie 
highest aim, or 1111ich are not in accord with Nature's (God's) law. A n d  
as our aim ought to be to reach the supreme condition and to help all 
other sentient beings to d o  so also, we must cultivate complete resignation to  
the Law, the expression and operation of \\-hi& is seen in the circumstances 
of life and the ebb and flow of our inner being. *%I1 that can be gotten out 
of wealth, or beauty, or art, or pleasure, are merely pools of water founct 
along our path as it n.anc1er.c; through the desert o f  life. If we are not 
seeking them their appearance gives us  irltense pleasure, and we are thus 
able to use them for our good and that of others just so long as the Ida\\. 
leaves them to us ; but when that superior power removes them, we must 
say : " I t  is just what 1 in fact desired." Any other course is blindness. 
,411 the passing s h o ~ s  of life, whether fraught with disaster or full of fame 
and g101.!-, are teachers ; he who neglects them, neglects opportunities \\-hich 
seldom the gods repeat. ,411ti the only way to learn from them is through 
the heart's resignatic,n ; for when we become in heart completely poor, we 
at once are the treasurers and disbursers of enormous riches. 



Krishna then insists on the scrul)ulous perfo~.rnance o f  natural dut!-.' 

A l i ~ d  considering thine own duty  as a 1;-hatriya, thou art ilot right to waver. For 
there i.; nothing better for a I<shatripa than 1,lwful war. " 2  

I n  order to see more clearl!. the c~ccasion for liis insistancc upon per- 
fornlance of duty, we 111ust 1-emcm1)cr that at the openin? of the 1)attle 
,\rjuna " ttlsen. don711 liis 1)ow 2.11(1 arl.o\vs." Tliis, in India, meant that 11c 
then resolved to desert the c i r c u m ~ t ~ ~ n c c s  in which Karma liacl placed him 
and io heco7)ie an trscclii-, or, as llas 1)eitn frec1uenti~- proposed 1 ) ~ -  IYeste1.11 
stnde:lts, lie n.islied to get an-a!- fro11> a, state of Society \i.hicli offel-otl al)- 
1)aI.ent obstruction to spiritual cultui-c,. Ijut Krislina refers him t o  Eiis birtll 
ill tile Icshatriya-or IYai-rior-cxst(; aricl to the natural duty of a Iiiliatri!.a. 
whicil i i  war. 'Tile natural caste o f  ;lijuna might have beet1 repl-esenteii :I> 
that of 3lercliant, but n.iscly i t  was not,  for this is tlie bocili of action. anii 
o~li!. a warrior fitly typifies action :?o his natural duty will stand &-)I. \\.hat- 
ever l ~ e  that of any man. lye are not to shirli our Karma. ; by al,ilorring 
it we c~nl!. make new Karma. Our only true course is to " let the 1noti1-e 
fc)r action be in tlie action itself, never in its retvartl ; not to he incited to 
action tlie hope of the result, nor yet indulge a propensity to inertness."' 
This advice and the direction t o  see the one Spirit i r i  all things and all 
things in Ii express the gist of the Eliagavad-Gita's teaching as to tlie proper. 
attitude to be assumed by those striving after salvation. 

In  verse 40 Kriskina alludes to this: system as being one of initiation : 

"In this no initiation is lost, nor are there any evil consecluences, ancl even a little of thih 
practice saves fro111 great clnnger; there is no destruction of nor detriment to one's efforts." 

Although not proclaimed in the ne\trspapers nor advertised liere and 
there through Secretaries, Delegates, and " Doors," this is the n~otlier anti 
the head of  all systems of initiation. I t  is the progenitor of the n~!.stic 
Rosicrucians, who have adopted the lo f t~s  and changed it into a r o s c , h n d  
all the other hundreds of initiating occult societies are merely faint and in- 

1 Sollle stlirlents, a s  well as  critics, have said that  theosophy teaches a ninuing away fro111 
family ancl from the world, and that  rleit11t.r k~:ov~ledge nor salvation car1 be gained \vithoiit a ridic- 
ulous asceticism which \vo11ld 11~sctt thc natural  ol.tler. This 1s ~vronp .  And \ \~ben i t  is 11elicvc.d to 
11e a fact-now asatArted by me i n  confidence of snp1)ort from all real theosophists-that t l ~ e  Blessetl 
JIasters who ordered the fo~llltling of onr  Society comstallt1;r read and inclllcate t l ~ t  Bh;ig:i\-ati- 
Gita's l~hilosophy,  we perceive that  such a~ser t ions  against the Society's aims are incorrt,ct.-li. 

2 Verse 31. 
:3 i l ly  opinion is  tha t  the Iishatriya caste is  the  greatest. The  Brahu~arls ,  it is true. h a r e  

aln-ags had more veneratiorl paid the111 as 1)eirlg sl)iritual teachers arlcl thus  rc,l)resenting the  heat1 of 
I(rahi1i;t ; but i n  soule of tlie Aryan sacrifiers there is a11 occasior~ \\,hell the  Kshntriya raulis tllc 
Brallnlan. The latter are more thtx ~~~~~~~~~~~~~s o f  true Doctrlue ; l)ut wher: the t i i ~ ~ e  c~1111es for tlic. 
"gods to descerld lii order to establish a nenT l:ar~llony on earth." they alw;~ys begin wit11 a warrior. 
Osirls who ediic:~ted aud  solidificxd the  Egyptialls was a warrior, and the ni1\-sterious JIelchisecl~.lr. 
who blessetl Abrahaln, T\-as Prop l~e t ,  Priest, ant1 King, that  is-warrior. Tlleil, too, the warrior castc 
cn~llcl learn and  speak the Vetla* as  well as  crlxagc in war, ~vhereas the  Brallinail's only duty \va> 
that  of a teacher and  not  fighter. The Kshatri>-a therefore stands i n  thtx position of mediator I )? -  
t\\-een the action of the hod>- of B r a h n ~ a  and the caln: illaction of Brahma's head.-B. 

4 Versr 47. 5 Uh:rpter 13. 
A T l ~ e  1)rol)al)ility is, that the Rosicrucian " rose " was altered froill the  lolus I~ecanse the 1attt.1, 

flou-er was not understood ill Enrol~c:. ~vhercbas rht, rose was : aud the rose is the nearest t o  the lotus, 
talien all ill all. 111 Japan the lotus i ? ~  the heart is adhered to ; they- sit>- that  by directing attentior1 
to  the htaart, it is  found to burst  open illto a lotus of eight petals, i n  rach of ~ v h i c h  resides one, 
power, while in the  centre sits the lord of all.-B. 
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complete copies of this real one ; but, 1lnlil;e those, if has ne\-er dissolved. 
I t  is secret, because, founded in nature ancl t~aving onl!- real Hieropliants 
at the head, its privacy cannot be invaded without the real key. And that 
key, in each degree, is the crspi-tnzt hzillself: Until that aspirant has hecc~n-re 
in fact the sign and the key, he cannot enter the degsee above him. *As a 
\vliole then, and in each degree, it is self-protcc~ive. 

Thus  including all other systems, it is the most diilicult of all : 11ut as 
at some time, in this life or il l  a succeecling age, \ye 111ust perforce enter. tliis 
Lo@e, the attempt at entr!. niisli: as nlell 1)c nlalie at once. Of this n-e nil1 
speali in our nest. l \ T ~ ~ d ~ , ~ I ~ ~ ~  ~J.KE:Hc)K. 

( 7;) he cotlfli~zlcrl.) 

'Thsou~11 tlie l;i~~~lt,ess of L)I.. I-luljbe-Scl~leitlen: t i ~ c  ~ ( l i i o ~ .  oi' 7 % ~  .Sj/11'71.1., 

tile escellent (;erlnail magazine rlevoted to occul t nnrl ps!.chical 511l)jec 15, ?'~r l . .  

PATH is e1in1)letl to sepro,luce tsom tint pul~licatio~l tlie 1)cantiful d s ' ~ \ \ ' i ~ ~ g  (.lftlie 
Seeress of l'revorst b!. i;at)l-iel AIas, tlie enllncnt German paintel.. '7'1iis p i c ~ u ~ - e  
\\.as given, \\?it11 various other admirable illcstrations, in connection with a11 
al.ticle \\)].itten b! Baron d u  l'sel in con111-remoration of' the t~undreth a l~n i -  
versa!.!. of the birth c)f Justinills Iierner, tlie b~ograp l~er  of the Seeress. 7'Iiis 
portrait is an  ideal conception of tlie artist's, a "Fantasie-IZilcl," there havit~g 
1)een only a silhouette prof~lc-lilieness extant, but a..; Gabriel Mas is a pxinrer 
of exceptional spiritual I)o\\er, it seems not at all unlikely tliat he sliouitl, 
though unconscious1~-, liave percei.i~ed the true likeness ps~,chically. It 
corresponds very closel!. \\.it11 the description of the Seeress given I,- 111.. 
Iierner, l)articul;1s1~- in the penetrating and soulf~~ll!  luminous e!.es. 

The ver!. carefill account \vritten 11y Dr. Kerner matie tile Seerebs o f  
Prevorst one or tile mc~st fitnlous of som~iambulists, or sellsirives, and Iiesner's 
bool;, with its evidence, st1 pported as it is L)!. i t  Illass of corroborative testimon!- 
from uniml)cachat,!e sources, is a veritable mine of information for a',l en:a,ccrl 
in psj.cl~ical t.esearc11. It seelns l.e~narl;al)le t'r~at more attention lias been 
given to i t  11y the scientific inves;igators, for, however lnucll i t  ma?- 1ia1.e beeii 
scoutell in the earlier cla!.s 01' this cenrury I)!. tlie cl~roriic slieptic-s, it turns 
out tliat m ~ n ! ~  of the pll~numena, descsil~ecl ~vitl-1 sucli mil~utiae by 111.. 
Kernes tally esactlj- witti ttiose detailed in the accouuts of the espe!-iments 
made by Dl-. Charcot and his staft- at tlie Salpetl-iere in I'nri.;, \ \ l~ich are no\\. 
:icceptecl n~itliout question by tlie scientist.;. Therefore a great proportion 
o f  those phenomena being vesifieti 1 ) ~  sn1):;equent experience, it is justifia1)le 
to assume the same correctness fur the en tire nal.rative. Indeeti, so high 
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\vas the character of Dr. Kerner both as a physician and a poet that none 
of his contemporaries ventured to impeach his integrity, but the skeptics 
contented themselves with asserting that he must have been imposed upon ; 
their reasons given for so believing being, as usual in such cases, of so slender 
a character that, if raised as objections in any department of physical science, 
they ~vould make the person using such argument ridiculous among his 
con temporaries. 

FriederiBa I-Iauffe mas born in the little mountain village of Prevorst, in 
the inidst of the Black Forest, in the year 1801. Psychical sensitiveness, as is 
apt to be the case in such instances, was hereditary in lier family, and some 
~nteresting incidents are told concerninji her grai~df~~ther 's  experiences. *4s a 
child she had various remari;al~le happenings in the way of dreatns ant1 
\.isions, but her nature was not a 1nc)rbicl one ; she seem to have her f i ~ l l  
.hare of the lightness and gaiety of girlhood. As she ripened into woman- 
Ilooil her inner life unfold@tl more and more, and she was afflicted *with an 
illness which promc,teci her psj-chical tlevelopment, but the injut-licious treat- 
ment to which she nras subjectecl through the ignorance of her f'lmily injurecl 
her healti1 irretrievably. ,411 sorts of' experiments seen1 to have been triccl 
~vitli her, including magnetic treatment from various persons, not esccllting 
t\vo or three 11lack magicians, ancl the inisture of influences fi-om coiltiicting 
~~ersonalities had a most tlamnging result, in deranging lier nervous s\.stem. 
\'iTiien at last she was brought to Weinsberg and p!aced in the skillful hands 
of Dr. Kerner, recovery n-as hopeless, and the most that could be done was 
to ameliorate her sufferings and prolong her life for a few years. 

She became a member of Dr. Kerner's household, and that excellent 
physician thus had exceptional opportunities for the study of her case: ~rliicii 
he fully availed liimself of, making each clay in his notebooks, with German- 
like tlioroughness, minute entries of all occurrences. Like many somnam- 
i~ulistic patients, she often prescribed for herself while in the magnetic sleep. 
I3efol-e she came to Dr. Kerner's these instruclions were occasionally heeded 
witi~ good results, but to her ignorant friends many of the things prescril~ed 
seemed nonsensical, and were neglected : had tliey been heeded the results 
might have been very different. Among other things detailed directions 
Ivere given for the construction of a certain curious magnetic macliine, and 
clranings were made by her for the same. No attention was paid to this at 
the time, but several years after\~ards, \\fliile she was with Dr. I<erner, the 
directions were repeated ant1 the drawings were again made ivi th great care : 
i t  n-as said through her that had this machine been made ~vhen first directed 
it \ ~ o u l d  have cured her, but now it \\.as loo late to (lo more than relieve hcr 
suffering. 'I'lie machine was made exactly according to tlirections, and the 
predicted result was accomplished. Its principle was that of the genel.ation 
of  a very gentle electric current by the use of certain herbs. 'To the casual 
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observer it seemed hardly possi1)le that an!.thing could haye been reall!- 
accomplishecl I)!. the use of sucti slight means as a l ~ a n d f i ~ l  of he1.1)~ (camon~ile 
and St. Johns\vort) in connectic-)n ~vith a macliine of n.ooc1, glnss, and steel, 
with woolen corcls. It  is (-)nl!- recently that science 112s tiemonstrated thn t 
slight electrical currents are set in rnotioil evcu b!- such inconsidern1)le mate- 
rials, thereb!- confirl-ning the assertion matle liy the Seeress in her magnetic 
state. She said that the eiectsici~j- produceti 1,- the o rd inay  nlaclline \\.as 
ic)c) strong and inte~ise t ( -~  be of 1)euefit ; the gentle cur~.enc seneratetl l i ! .  

these vegetal~le sul~~tancec; \Ira.; what \!-as neeilctl. IIerein ma!, lie a most 
\~alual)le hint for ~ucclical sciellcc: : and. inrlcc!l, it seems as i f  it were alread!- 
tending in this clirectio~l. It migllt l)e w ~ r t t ~  n-hi!e to construct a nlachiiie 
after tlie pattern given by lies :-the tlesigns are pl11)lished in the German 
eclition of Kernes's \vorl;. toscther \vitli t l ~ c  lliyilj>. iiI:erestin$ plates giving 
thc ~vondesftrl inner 1an~n:lge spc2l;en and n-siltel~ tlie Seeress, toqether wit11 
the dra\tinss of the "life" and ( (run" circle\ of (iucp1~- m!.sticni significance, 
which alone are n.ol.thy o f  profi~untl stucly 1,- tile earnest sec1;er. 

This lnachi~le w,xs called a "Nerve-tuner" (Nervenstirnlues), and i t  

seems liliel!, that it might prove very effective in nel-~.ous diseases. 'Tile 
history of the Seeress shonls that all \.egetabIe and mineral sul~stances ha1.e 
their peculiar occult properties, either beneticial or injurious. Her prescrip- 
tions included some things which \voulcl probably prove valuable aclditions 
to the Materia AIedica. St. Jolinswort appears to have strikingly sensitive 
properties, and laurel leaves were particularly effective when used in amulets. 
Great care was taken to provide that leaves and other substances should be 
used in certain numbers, according to the purpose intended. I n  fiict, in 
all her directions, the number seemed to be a most important factor, whether 
it were the number of things used,the nutuber of applications to be made, 
o r  the number of the hour of day, and so on. 

All the phenomena, or nearly all, characteristic of occult manifestations, 
including modern Spiritism, took place n.it1i her, and their genuineness is 
substantiated by the testimony of many and thoroughly trust~vorthy n-it- 
nesses. Alan? of the things related of her remind us of those told concerning 
Madame Bla~.atsl<y, only in the case of the Seeress they seem to have been 
done involuntarily. She was fi-equently levitated, articles wei-e carried 
through the air in her neighborhood and at times brought into the room 
under ciscumstauces which made it impossil~le that the: sliould have ap- 
peared otherwise than through the solid nrnlls, and "the astral bells" were 
also often sounded in her presence, their peculiar musical tones resembling 
those of a triangle, corresponding to the descriptions given by Mr. Sinnett 
and other friends of Madame Rlavatsky. She also projected her astral body, 
which was seen in other and distant places, and she told what was going on 
at a distance under circun~stances which gave the strongest proofs of the 
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accurac!, of her vision. H e r  sensitive nature was mucli aftlictetl by Kr?,vtr 
Lot-cz entities, as n e would call them, \vtiich came flocliing around her, but 
she did much good by t u r n i n ~  their attention awa! from their earthly attrac- 
tions towards tlie D e ~ a c l ~ a n i c  state. 

'The v,11-ious tlegrees of her magnetic states correspond exactly with 
those tiescrit)eci b!. Ilr. Charcot and tiis staff to-day, and some interesting 
parallels might 1)e instituted 1 ) ~ -  tliouylitful students of such matters. I t  is 
worth?, of note that slie insists strongly upon the septenary division, 
which agrees substantially \vit l i  that gi\-en in recent occult teachings, wliile 
the various states of superphysical existence correspond closely with those 
described in Esoteric Buddhism and other modern Theosophical nor1;s. 

,Is is apt to be the case in instances similar to hers, her statements con- 
cerning the mysteries beyond the ph!.sical life, when addressed more imme- 
diately to those around her, or brought out by their inquiries, were more or 
less colored by both her o ~ v n  personal ideas, or theirs, concerning religious 
or ethical matters, but the vein of truth might nevertheless be discerned 
running beneath ttiat which was coloretl bj- prejutiices of persons and locali- 
ties. But at tinies her soul rose l,e!.ond these influences into more truly 
spiritual realms, ant1 then great anti divine truths seemed to find a profountf 
utterance. I t  is in this aspect that tlie true occultist will find the life of the 
Seeress of Prevorst well worthy of  serious study. I t  seems as if it \\.(.re 
necessary that truth should be conveyed to us through an admixture with 
the unessential, if not the erroneous. As we learn tlie value of light by the 
shadons which seem to modify it, we likewise learn to  recognize truth by its 
association with that which it illuminates and ~ ~ h i c h  is necessary for the 
understanding of its lessons. B. 

H e  who loves the Whole, attracts all the units. H e  who hates one  
unit, repels the Whole, for in every unit the Whole is contained. O n e  
creature unloved has pomer to exclude m e  from the " Kingdom of Heaven," 
wilere I can only enter by being one with the Whole. 

" Love" is not desire of possession, but a type of  that universal inter- 
change whicli give? and takes, takes and gives, in continual evolution and 
perpetuation of IIarmoiiy. I t  is the divine essence seeking perfect ecluili- 
brium in the liurnan soul. 

"1;~ his pZke 1 m&ht do wol-se. " 'To say this with my whole heart is 
truly to love Iny neighbor. 
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Resistance is better than indift'erence. Our opponent is nearer our  
centre than the friend who llstens courteously and forgets. Opposition is a 
sign of life. D o  not revile it : pass it by. A mightier than we shall con- 
quer  it : his name is Death. 

A " wicked " man is one whom the Law puts to more severe tests than 
myself. When I see one who commits great wrongs, I hear in my heart 
that medieval cry : " Make way for the Justice of God !" T o  be unjust is 
in itself the greatest punishment. When the Law passes judgment upon 
mall, its justice is illjustice avenging itself upon its creator. 

As in politics the neutrals are the enemies of all, so those who are 
inactive In soul reject both "good " and evil, and  fall into the gulf of oblivion. 

lVhy d o  we pride ourselves upon our ~ i r t u e s  .; 'They are sterile, or 
they woulti have generated s o n ~ e ~ l i a t  higher than virtue. A virtue ~vhicli 
cannot become tlie motlier of all virtues, is an abortive Truth. 

Pain is the effort of n a t u ~ e  to restore its lost harmonies ; therefore pa111 
is jo~r. Joy is the effort of nature to disturb the proportions of harmon!. I)! 
the exclusive appropriation o f  a selected note ; therefore joy is pain. ?'liebe 
together are the second lesson of life. Tlle first is sex, itself a permitted dib- 
cord whereby true harmony is better conceived. 

T h e  devout mind may sink a plummet into the soul. It cannot sound 
those depths. But it can awalcen and arouse them, and they will go  through 
some heavenly motions which mind may understand and record. 

True  Will is an instinctive motion of soul towards spirit. 

KO Karma is " bad " Karma. What we call evil fortune is simply 
nature's effort at re-adjustment. 

Falsehood has ever a larger following than Truth. But the followers 
of Falsehood represent numbers only, while those of Truth stand for 
unkno\trn quantities. 

High places are points of  culmination. Princes can only be judged by 
the general applications of lalvs. T h e  subtle alchemy of royalty transmutei 
the lieart's essences from volatile to deadly. 

T f  you ~vish to destroy Karmic effects, destroy the fixed consciousness 
of  u!.ourself." Live in the universal life and you will only inller~t the 
uniyerial Karma. This is "good," for the Karma of the manifestation is to 
return to the manifestor. 

Lllhen we co?zceive the highest ideal of the Deity, me consciousl!. enter 
it5 Being. When we have 1-eizll'zctz' this ideal, the Diety consciousl!. enter, 
our Being. T h e  ultimate of Being is one. 

J,ISPEK ~ ' I E I I ~ I X D ,  E'. ?'. S. 



1888.1 THE LESSONS OF KA4R1\.IL\. 33.3 

" There's a divinity that shapes our ends, 
" Rough-hew them how we will. " 

T h e  idea most usually attached to the word Karma is, a pover, 1x1- 
herent in the nature of things,-by the action of which good deeds are 
rewarded with happiness, while evil deeds bring sufiering and pain. -\c- 
cording to this view, Karma becon~es a sort of moral police, continuall! 
adjusting and correcting the errors and extravagances of the human racc, 
and vigilantly providing that none shall trespass on the domairi of anc~tlier. 

Karma has been descri1)ed as an application of the Law of ilctiol~ and 
Re-action to the mental forces, and its spirit has been summed u p  in thc 
words : J'hatsoever a man so\vetli, the same shall he also reap." -1ntl a!] 
this is undoubtedly true ; and these ideas, when displacing the belief that 
occurrences are merely accidental and fortuitous, are of the highest impor- 
tance ; but though true in itself, this idea falls short of the nl-iole iluth . 
for when examined scientifically i t  is fbund to be aimless ; the colitinu,~l 
action of this compensatory law, its perpetual adjusting ar~ci coirecting, 1, 

mere temporising, it goes no\vl~itl~er. I t  is nothing more than the elltlleis 
sivingings to-and-fro of an ~srjiated ~)eildulum. ?'he pcntlulum is mereiy 
mechanical, and, when detached is ullnatural ; for all llatule has a pulpose, 
ancl moves ever o n w a ~ d .  Nature is organic ; I ~ I U C ~  nlore so is super-nature. 

If the limited vie\\. of Karnlrt be connpared t o  a pendulum, its true 
action might be represented by n tree ;l and its rewards and punishnlent, 
may be cornpaled to leaves, proc-luced in spring only to fall in autumn and 
again produced the next spring, 0111~7 again to fclll. But the tree is better 
than it was a year ago ; the perldululn merely does its work to u l ldo  i t  

again ; but not so the tree. It has added sonlethlng to itself by ever!. 
effort, it has aisirnilated to itself an enlarged terri~ory won from the inor- 
ganic world. 

Tlie force within and behind the tree worlis fornard, and for definite 
ends, and this fact makes the tree a fitting emblem of the law of Karma. 

Observation of  life teaches us that beyond the mere re\vardiilg, or com- 
pensatory action of pair1 and pleaiure, they have another use ; this deeper 
use is for discipline-tlevelok)111e11t. In the iight of subsequent insight, 
events which at the time seeliled quite i~lsignificant aiid ol~jectless appeal 
in their true light as teachers, ancl the lesson \\hich they have taugl-it-an11 
for which ancl no other the learner was ripe, becomes evlctent. 

13). what appears at the time mere chance, one nlay meet a cei t~i i i  
person, or groul) of pec)ple ; conversatioil on various suljjects ma!. t,tl,e 

- - - - -- - - - - - - - -- -- - - - -- -- 

1 Tile s? rnt)ol of the Tree is an ancient d r j  au one. The) said the Tree grcw head do\\ nvi~trd, 
~ t s  root\ above -[El).] 
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place ; various views ma!- 1)e espressetl, various feelings manifested : the 
necessary nourishment wliicli tlie learner's srowth cleinallds may be receivecl 
quite unnoticed ; and !ears after, a sudden nece5sitj- or circun~stance may 
reveal the purpose of that meeting, and may turn a beam of light on the 
grain of gold unconsciousl!~ received. This is true of all events, but chiefly 
of persons, the greatest of events. 

Persons are the great teachers, the greatest revealers in the lesson of 
life ; we may learn through another \vhat our single sight might never have 
perceived. 

Amongst the lessons to be learned from persons, perhaps the most in]- 
portant are those to be tlra\vri from Sex. 

Nature has grouped all human beings into t ~ v o  great classes,-sexes ; 
each being comylernentary to  the other, and this l~e ing  true especially on 
the mental plane. Every peculiarity of each sex, each feature which dif- 
ferentiates it most notably from the other, is a furtiler perfection of this com- 
plementarq- character, an additional attraction ti, bind tlie two sexes together 
in mutual harmony. 

,4nd when the highest perfection of this mutual harmon!, is attained, 
in complete good understanding and perfect sympathy, what lesson is learned? 

T h e  Inore perfect tlie sympathy-in its best sense, of sharing another's 
life, and penetrating it with filaments of love,-the more Aearly this truth 
is apprehended :-that, far d e e l ~ e ~ .  than any difference between the sexes, 
lies a radical unity and identity; though masquerading under very different 
appearances, the soul of man and the soul of woman are the same, the 
same in the laws which govern their life, in their nature, and in their 
divinity. 

I t  would seem that Life, the great teacher, having brought the evolving 
souls to vivid individual consciousness, and despairing of ever teaching them 
sympathy, of ever illumining for then1 the inner spiritual nature of each other 
and revealing to them their identity, had organised this charade of the sexes, 
had invented these masks of man and woman, male and female. 

Besides this perception of identity, there is another lesson taught, 
another object subservetl, by the complementarj- nature of the sexes. ,4 
poor crampecl egotist enters the arena of life ; all things seem to look 
bitterly upon him ; a cloak of perpetual misery seems thrci\r7n over him ; he 
seems tied and bound ~vitli iron bonds, so that in the presence of others he 
can never even be /ri?)~self;  he feels frost-bitten and crushed, and he knows 
that i f  bj- some miracle he cc,uld cirinl; a deep draught of elixir and burst 
his bonds, he could at  last \\-all; upriglit-a man among men. 

I-le is an egotist, an unfortunate, not sufficiently developed to learn the 
grand lesson of sq-mpathy, and this through no taint of evil, but because 
the stream of life is half congealed within him, avaiting some miracle, some 



angel to stir the waters into life. B!. and b!. the miracle happens ; the 
great teacher brings him face to face with another soul, qualified in all 
things to supplenlent his deficiencies. At once he feels an infusion of 
supernal power. In  the pi.esence of this elect one, he feels thrilled lvitli 
\\-arm waves of celestial vigour ; a part of the infinite promise of life i. 
realised, one of the prophecies of spirit is fulfilled in joy. At last the poor 
egotist can burst his bonds ; he tastes the divine sweetness of syn~~~ntli!. 
with another soul ; he learns that threads of gold bind soul to soul, that 
soul traverses soul with ethereal arteries conveying to each tlie life of tlie 
other in addition to its own. Ancl 11e learns also one sublime lesson-tlie 
divinity of renunciation. Througll giving he receives ; t t~rough belt-sacrifice 
he inherits his Icingdom. 

And the lesson by no means ends here, in sympatliy with a single 
soul,-great and notable benefit though that be. Gaining sucli large good 
from one, he learns to credit others with the-:same excellence : his Faith 
extends in an ever widening circle, till at last he embraces all humanit!. in 
holy bonds of love. 

If harmony teaches great lessons, great also are the lessons to l~c. 
learned from discord. 

*A11 strife produces pain ; as great pain to the oppressor as to tlie op- 
pressed,-perhaps greater. Seeli to tyrannize over another, and not onl!- 
does that other rise against you, but within you rises a truer self, and t'~l,eh 
tlie part of the oppressed. h2y every tyranny against my  brother is at once 
punis1lec-l by this truer self, with a corresponding eight of fear. 

At last I learn tlie lesson, that one cannot be llarmecl ~vitllout tlic 
harm reacting on the other, on all ; that the well-being of one is iniepal-a- 
ble from the well-being of all. I throw down my arms, and make arnencl, 
by generous dealing. At once my brother's attitude changes, from cnem! 
he becomes friend. H e  has been waiting for this opportunity to aclinowl- 
edge me as brother ; and once again the g-reat teacher teaches the lesson of 
sympattl!-. Hencefo~ th my blother's life is a part of my life, and tlie paver 
we command l~elongs t o  l~otli. 

And thus the most o~tlinary events, and even our on.11 error.;, are turned 
to benefits. A firm Iiantl, a power that sits above us, and whose 5ecrc.L \ \ e  
cannot comnland, guides our e1.11 to wider gootl, and turns our elrinc. 
energies into right channels. 

Ever!. event in life teaches its lesson, consciously or unconsciousl?., tt 1 

us. If we are tlull iearners it ma!. have to be repeated twice or n ~ a n y  tinles : 
if we aid the teaching bj- ready pe~ception, it nlay be taught but once, nncl 
then we can p ~ s s  on to grander problems and h i ~ l i e r  themes. 

Since every event thus 11ear.s 1Gr us a secret and spiritual value, and \ve 
cannot guess beforelland tlie nature of that value, is it nut futile in us ofii- 
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ciously to talie on ourselves t ! ~ e  direction of the lessons, with a grand 
assumption of omniscience ; saying . ' T o  such a life I shall devote myself; 
such and such things s l~al l  I perform ; and from such and such I shall 
abstain " ; like an uns1;illed pilot without chart or compass, steering in the 
dark to an unknown land. 

IYere it not better to drop this pretence of \visclonl which we cannot 
malie good ; boldl!. to face events as the! meet us, anti with good courage 
and resolution to dare and endure all things, so only that the golden lesson 
tiidilen in the events be not lost? 

It has been hinted th'xt tliose who seek \visdom should abandon ail 
t l ie~r  present occupationi; ancl live the life o f  a cic,e~t a\cctic; and some 
have even tllouglit to t l~a \ \  i1on.n on theinsel\,ei tlle g f t i  of clivin~ty by a 
mere mechanical walliing a\\.n! fro111 their dut~cy : 1)11t i l (  t tllus is life's sccret 
to be sui.prisec1, 1 ) ) -  turning t l ~ e  back oil our ap~>ointecl cluties, ant1 mc )re im- 
portant still 0 1 1  the Ic.;so~ls tile!. corltair, for 11s. 

'I'lie boc~I;s on n~isil(,in are \\.ritten in  c!.pller ; t11c true ascetic, i h  11e n.lio, 
witliout nl~an~ioni i ig  lii-:  iltltic~, I.eliounces all seili>li ;linis, ant1 ie<~\.in$- l~eliilitl 
his aliimal natul.e, talies 1.el'uge in tile secret j~lace of' llis soul. 

Aluch Inore than tliis is ,~liegorical, concca l in~  :a spiritual nature \\ . i t l i i i i  

it; perllaps, alnongst otl~cl.s, the sa!.ing that eartll's greatest sages d\veil (-In 
her loftiest mountains i:; a11 allegorical picture of the trutli that the divinest 
souls are those \vilr) 1iai.e raised ttiemselves fi11.tliest fi-otn earthly things to 
the 1)eal;s of purity, 1;)1.ever embosomed in the serene azure ofspirit; for all 
things in tile physical wc~rlcl have tlius their inner vital meanings; though 
doubtless, were \ve to search earth's loftiebt summits \t7e would come face to 
face \!.itt~ the statel!. fornls of hol!. sages, fgr as the spiritual fact is complete 
so also must tlie earthly picture of it be complete. 

Life, the great T e ~ c h e r ,  has thus designed his lessons. For those whose 
sight is gross, the teachillg is framed in pliysical pictures, in in trees, in 
mountains, and in the l~roatl bosonl of earth ; but t l~ose whose sight is finer 
perceive within cncli of tlie.;e a deeper and truer fact, for which alone tllesc 
liavc their being. 

These esternals, forests ant1 hills, the restless ocean, the everlasting stars. 
are ever eloquent sermons h!.nlninji tlle clivinity of spirit. 'The life of the 
worl(l says, \vith tlie El-ti-Gelst in Jl;jlrst- 

"'T11u.i at the roaring 1,oom of Time I ply, 
"And weave for Gocl file g o r u ~ e ~ ~ t  tholr see'st hitz Ly. " 

'The great teacher brings t o  us per,c)n after person, event after event ; fronl 
each, as we arc able, n.e learn its lesson ; fi-nm each, as we are able, we wrest 
its secret, a value unl;non.n and inscrutable until we are face to face with it. 

Tliough at first the lesson ma!- be b i t~erand  un\~elcoine,\~.e learn at last that 
what seemed bitter \Tias it] r ea l i t~  most sweet, and that what seemed hurtful 
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was pregnai-~t with healing ; in our highest nloods we are one with the teacher 
and perceive his ends ; in our moments of deepest insight, we perceive that 
the tezcher is our true self; and though we may writhe under subsequent 
sharp lessons, we are willing to endure ; certain that the suffering is for our 
illtimate benefit. 

These considerations teach no indolellt and idle acquiescence in the 
tide of events ; our duty and advantage is to throx ourselves on the side of  
the teacher and to check all pervelse tendencies which else would th\vart 
and neutralise the lesson. Let those who esteem this an easy task, try it 
concientiously for a single day. 

Since all events and persons have thus an in te~ ior  and unapparent 
value, since all are intimately rela~ecl to our development and l a ~ t i n g  goocl, 
we infer that this truth holds for ottiers also ; and n e  are tlius aL)le to 1)er- 
ceive tlimly the mighty power a ~ i d  l~eneticent tlirecting energy wliicli lies 
behind life, turning the gocd and evil o f  each to the nelfare of all. Txt us 
tl~erefore cast oursel\.es on r I ' ~ . u t l ~  a ~ i c i  ~vorl; out our divine tlestiny witliout 
fear ; this is the truest gc)ocl for ourselves, and as surely is it the truest :c)c)cl 

for all others. 
By \vorl;ing out our o n n  clivilie clestiny we gain the po~ver of \\.ell 

doing, fo r  he alone wlio has access to the lleart of good can do g00!1 to his 
neiglibar. Sucli laws as tl~ese teach us a noble carelessness of 1)etty ends 
and events, and forbid forever all sordid taliing thought for the morrun.. 

Perceiving tlie swing of these grand laws, we can boldly take in hand 
the ganle of life, wit11 a heart for every fate. And so we find the first and 
last word of Karma to be discipline-development. But discipline to what 
end ? Is it for tlie great prizes of earthly life? to glorify our three score 
!.ears and ten ? 

Far other\vise is the tendency of these mighty laws; they lead not to 
wealth so often as to poverty, not to praise and fame so often as to  contc:n?pt 
and obloquy, not so often to the throne as to the scaffold. 

And tl~us,-unless we are bemoc1;ed by a lifelong illusion, unless we 
are the fools of a never-ending ~liglitmare,-we have, in the sweep and 
tendency of these majestic laws, an intimation of our l i i ~ h e r  destinv ; ~ r ~ d  a 
sure certificate of our imnlortal good. 

&'Then List slialt thou li~lo\~\., 
"'That in the wilcl turmoil, 
"IIoried on the Proteus, 
'bTl~ou ridest to power, 
"And to elldurance, " 

CHARLES JOHSSTOS, I;. '1'. S. 



I n  a recent number of tlie Theosopllt>f is a p'lragraph in re1)ly to an 
enquirer as to " zelhrl P!-tliagoras banned the bean," n.hicli seerns to me as 
far from correct as the esplanntions gi\-en 1)y an Athenian slieptic wlio 
derisively said that "beans are the substalice \;.hi& contains the largest 
portion of that animated matter of which our souls are particles," and that 
the flowers of the bean put in a vessel and  t~urietl ninety days would deposit 
in  the bottom of the vessel the head of a ctlild ; concluding, amid bursts of 
laughter, that Pythagoras hirnself has made the esperiment. 

Beans were anciently used in casting \.otes b!- l~alloting, the white 
beans for affirmxtive and the I~lacl; ones negatile. IITlien Pythagoras said 
to his disciples, ",\bitain from beans," he hacl no  reference to them as an 
article of diet, for he ate them kiimseif. \T-hat lie did mean, ancl what 11is 
immediate follo\vers alread!. understood, \\-as t l~a t  the! slioul(1 a1)staiii from 
the intrigues of palitics as being antagonistic t o  a pliilosi)l)her'b pu~..uits. 

I t  also couched a, w'trning of the d a n ~ e r  of criticising tlie popul,i~ 
government. 

All the divine teachers i1ai.e taught in symbols and inverted language, 
and time has proven the wisdom of  this method. 

H e  that had "eyes to see," or "ears: to l!ear," saw and heard t l~en ,  as 
now ; and the poor little cursed bean is a s!.mbol of the "letter that 1;illetli." 

If I have restoretl the bean to its deservecl place of honor on our tables, 
I have done a good Ivori; for tlie oncoming rule of vegetarianisin unties 
which all true theosopliists must come soon or late. 

Perhaps it may l ~ e  in  place to say that nll the supposed gastric difti- 
culties the bean is reported to cause niay be entirely overcome by boiling, 
both the green and the dry, in a veak solution of soda, for ten or fifteen 
minutes, before reboiling them in the usual manner. 

The  foregoing considerations arose in 1nj7 mind because of the cluestion 
frequently raised by vegetarian occultists-in embryo-tliat beans, I~aving 
some unknown and peculiar propert!- of retarding spiritual dc\elopment, 
should be eschewed by those \vho are cultivating psychic p o ~ ~ ~ e r s ,  Nothing 
was certain in the matter, however, and  the grcnt fear of beans kiasseemed 
to have its foundation in mvstery that I hope I have solved. 

I am quite sure too that, eve11 i f  the beau has an)- retarding inflence, it 
cannot act upon real spiritual progress, for that rests primarily upon riglit 
thought, speech, and action. 

H. L. S U ~ I ~ . E R ,  F. T. S. 
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I t  is one of ihe gratifying signs of the times, and a pleasing indicati\.e 
straw to point the n.a!. of the wind, that n-e sliould find in the Jill-uni of' 
Tlec., I S S ~ ,  such an article as the one b!~ Professor \V. H. Parker, entitlecl 
" Argunients for the Unseen." Disclailning both orthodoxy anti advance 
thought as it nrere, this wr~ter  presents much evidence whicli might have 
fxilen from the pen of an occultist-an occultist such as he himself would 1)e 
i f  he realized the full inferences from his o ~ \ ~ n  statements. 'I'he Arguments are 
clearl!., even limpidly, put, and the article must d o  mucli good in opening 
such minds as will only hear those ideas which they consider "safe," " sound,' 
(znd trcceploble to the col~znzuni& ~rt large. Ilihat it is they \visli to save, 01- 

fear to lose, unless it be the consistency of ignorance, prejudice, or limitation, 
and what could be more " soulid " than 'rruth, we do not know and wili 
not asl; of those who  would be ' ' pZz~s  rc!jvrlzslc pue Ze 1-oz:" \Ire quote a 
few paragraphs of the article as its best recolnmendation to t2iose who desire to 
think more, or to induce others to thini; more, in the direction ofthe Urtseen. 

" H e  sees not his f'elloiv man, but only an outnard m:xnifestation of an 
unknown force, be that force vital or chemical or other. H e  who I~elieveh 
that Inan is ~nacle i n  the inlage of Goct, accepting our spiritual nature. 
realizes that every liuman assetnbl!. is an assembly of spirits unseen." 

T h e  al~ove might refer either to the presence of the "astral men " 01- 

doul~les, or even to the esistence of that entity linoivn to many occultists as 
the " fIigller Self of the unseen world. I t  often implies, however, that t11c 
i~illabitants o f  that world were in ready communication with the earth, and 
this im1)lication favors an inference that we are surrounded by an invisi1)lt. 
worlcl." 

" 5lTithout touching on the many debatable phenomena that collie 
under the discussion of  the old psychology and the new so-called psychical 
research, and without giving any credence to the claims of modern spisitihm, 
we have the further fact that in life anct health we are tlealir~g with none 
but invisible beings. Tlie materialist himself must ackno~vledge that the 
uiilinown quantity which constitutes personality amid all the cliange ailcl 
de;;radation of bodily tissue, is beyond dissection, is deathless, ancl that 
some organizing force beyond his ken precedes and accompanies organism." 

Compare the above with ttie statement in '' Esoteric 13uddhism " that 
the 3rd principle guicles the 211d, or Jiva, the life force, in its task of building 
u p  the bod-. 

'' Facts suggest that a great exaltation of senses * * ma!. 
sometimes bring to sight or hearing, not phantasms, but realities neI.er 
perceived in our ordinary life." 
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' ' Since, therefore, we 1;now scarcely anything directly, our seeming 
direct knowledge of the outward world, and our seeming lack of such 
kno\vledge in regard to  any spiritual world above it, are illusive.'' 

" Men of science least of all, should shrug their shoulders at mention 
of the Unseen. In  their own way they deal more with the hidden, the 
invisible, the vanished, or the fr~ture, than with the tangible." 

" T h e  great Unseen, for which we have intimations and reasons, is as 
real as the Seen, or more so. Enough that we I;no\v not the visible in itself, 

+ i-eenls but only by some message it sends to us from afar, truly so \vh:n i ,  . 
nearest. There is 110 light, no color, as we apprel~end these: outsicle of the 
mind. Let the vibrations ceaset and everytliing vanishes ; let the molecules 
cecise to give forth resistant (urce, and nothing is tnngiblc.. Since, therefore, the 
plr!.sical \vc)rlti is so tremulous, s l~at lowy~ sl)iritual, i t  is 110 presun1ption 
q a i n s t  a hidden universe that it affects us as ssi~mettiing dreamy and 
unsui~stantinl. Gt.antin,c tliat matter is cc~mpnsetl 01' ato~ns.  .;till tllere is 
notliirigsolid except to (-)or sensations. An elllii~ent I<nglisli ~natl~ematicinn 
ha.; c:alculatecl that, in a I ~ ~ L ' C C  of dense metal, t11e atoln.< niu-;t I)e a5 Jnr Ll11alt 
as loo men \voultl be \ \ - l~en clistributetl at ec1u;lI tlistailcch fro111 each o~llcl- 
over the surface of Flngland ; that is, one to eI.cr!. _;GO sc1u;l.l.e ~ ~ i i l c ~ .  Su t.el!. 
no su~,rarnundane world could be much inore at variance wit11 all that we 

decm firm and substantial. " 
': Brown Sequard observed that certain cholera patients remained clear 

and acti1.e in mind \vllen tlieir biood was becoming black and clotted in the 
last stages of the disease ; a fact inconsistent with the identity of mind ani! 
l~rain, since the latter depends on the blood fo r  its activity." 

"Analogy demands a destiny of  bountiless sp1endol.s and activities for 
thoce (mankind) who t~egin their careel. on so vast a material platform." 

" &Ian is the first o f  a new series-the splj-itual." 
" If anything is temporal, it is the Seen ; if anything is eternal, it is 

the Unseen." 
; i l l  the above are theosopl~ical teachings, and are, moreover, elahoratell 

a!1~1 accounted for by those teachings. In respect to tile statements ~ O I I -  
cer~ling the uncertainty of sense-evidence and the debt which 11.1: are untlel- 
to ITibration, the follonring quotati011 fro111 Hartmann's Esperinlents mny 
interest the general reader. X nletaliic rod is suspentfed in a dark room : 

" Let the sarne be connected v.ith sollle mechanical contrivance b!. which i t  
can I)e made to vibrate and increase the vibrations gradually to a certain 
extent, ant1 we \\.ill have the foliowing result : * * When the 
vibrations rise to the number of inore than 3 2  per second * * 
the clrum of our ear then l~egins to vibrate in consonance with the rod, :ind 
\ve hear a sound of deep sonorous bass. As the vil~rations increase, the 
sound increases in pitch ancl runs up  through the n~usical scale to the 
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highest note, when, a t  36,000 vibrations per second, all soulld ceases and 
the rod becomes imperceptible to our senses. All through the long inte~val 
fi.om 36,030 up  to 18 millions of vibrations per second, \ve can neither near 
nor see the rod ; but at this point it begins to affect our sense of feeling by 
emitting radiant heat. At a still higher rate the heat ceases, a dull red glow 
appears which becomes perceptible toonr  sight and runs up  through all the 
colors of the solar spectrum ; through yellow, green, blue, purple, arltl violet, 
until at eight billions of vibrations all light disappears and the rod, as fxr as our 
.;eli.;es are concerned, has ceased to exist, although its presence can still be 
proved 1):- its eshibition of chemical action. " 

It  is interesting to note that the al)o\.e phenomen,~ follon~ that c ~rcler \vIiic11 
occult science indicates as the creative ortiel-. Ether nTas first of the creati\.c 
elemellts ; its special property is sountl. Air nest ; its special property is 
t an~i l~ i l i ty  or affecting the sense of feeling. Fire tliird ; its property i~ colo~.. 
anti it affects tlie sense of s i ~ l ~ t .  \\';~ter and earth are tlie most gross ; tilt:! 
affect the s e ~ ~ s e s  of taste ant1 srllell ; t i ~ c  I-otl in its normal cc>nditi<>n n.ou?(l 
l)e cognizal~le 1 1 ~ -  these, and perhap-; aiso in still more lieightellecl ctie:nicnl 
action. Professor P~rlcer  also allucles to the \veil 1;nown fact that tlie optic' 
n e ~ ~ e  in orclinary men is blind to all colors belo~v the red ancl al~cjve tile 
i.iolet. Professor 'I'pntlall states this as Sollonrs, in his \\-or]< 011 Ligl~t  and 
c t r i c i t  " '1'11e radiation conl l~osi i~g tlie solar spectrum posse-ses a 
cli~llension much larger than tliat of \vliich the eye can take cognisance. 
'I'llis: spectrum is in reality composeci of three distinct parts. 

1st. Luminous rays, ~\ ;hicl~,  acting on the retina of the eye, constitute the 
spec t~xm of ~ e \ ~ e n  simple colors. 

2d. 1Cays )?in: ~vithin the red ray, anti which do not affect the vision, 1)nt 
tile existence of which is scientifically tlemonstrated by their calorific power. 

;d. Ral-s l!.ing be!.ontI the violet, equally invisible, but whose existence is 
nfit the less tlemonstrable by chemical tests. Thus the spectrum coilsists of' 
three sorts of rays : Calorific, Luminous, and Chemical, tlie second of ~ ~ l i i c h  
only is directly apprecial~le by tlie orgall of vision, the existence of others being 
ascertained I,!- experimental ol)servation involving an exercise of mind. " 1-le 
t'urther states that tlie rays be!-o~ld the violet " manifest their action, nut in 
ileal or light,but in the operation of composition, decomposition, ancl nlliecl 
phenomena," and that all these three ortiers of effects result from a variation 
in tile vibraiions of  the Etherial Medium. Clairvoyants and seers under an 
escitatioll of tlie senses also see through ordinary matter, which Professor 
Parker lias sho\rn us in his -1rguments is far less '' dense " t t la~l is ordinarilj- 
supposed. 

J. CAMPBELL YER PLASCK. 
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Z+o/n .-Itlt./$/li. 
A most perplesed incliviclual is xvt-iting to you. I have been fort hree years 

entleavoring to study T11eosol)hy. I ha\-e heard lectures, have rzad an im-  
mense amount of literature clevotecl to that cult, from the sages of old cloivn to 
the Sinnetts, Olcotts. ancl Bla~ntslips of the 111-esent day. I have corlnetl tlir. 
Yoga Philosopliy and I read THE I-'A'I'H. Light on the Path aids me not. 
nor does Bhavagad-Gita, ant1 \vhy ? Because 1 an1 yet ~vithout the first steps 
to\vards practice. (Surely Theosophy-like other sciences-must have ~ 0 1 1 2 ~ -  

fhi~zg practical about it ?) Guide me n-it11 j . 0 ~ 1  friendly hints. Imagine me 
alone in a room. Honr to commence ? Sho\v me the first step upon the 
practical latltlel- ! ,411 I have hearcl m c l  reat1 seemeth to rile so elaborate1~- 
unintelligil~le that 1 lay i t  aside ant1 heg you to instruct me in my Theasol)hi- 
cal A B C. Astral Light ! Is it a figurative light. i. e. Revelation ? or is it a 
light, a s  electricity-the Heavens-coal-gi\.es 11gIlt ? If a1)straction (into 
insensibility) is necessary, can you instl-uct me ul1o11 Hypnotism (self mes- 
merism.)? " X shilling o\>ject" is advised to stare a t  ! A mit-I-o\\- is a shining 
ob.ject, for instance. But of what avail to stare a t  a mirror ant1 see I-etlectetl 
ugliness ! 

Anszoet--You sn!. that for three years !.a11 l i ~ \ - t ;  heen cndea\.ori~iq to 
stu((~' 'I'heosoph~.. Such beiog the case, ~.o11 \\.ill lneet \\.i th h11t little :;ucccb?. 
Divine \Vistlom can not be a su\)ject f i~ r  s/lr(!~g, 1)ut i~ ma!- 1,e an ol~jcct c 

senl-ch. \Vith the love for this same \visdom uppermost in oC11. I I ~ ~ I I . ~ . ,  n c  

ask ~ o u  if i t  n.oul(l nr)t 11e wiser to lay aside tlle s/z~(!~' of s o  c<~l led  '1'1leosc)- 
pliy and  stutly yourself. lino\ving yourself' you l;11(3w all men, the ~vorltl. 
seen and occult, and find 'l'iieo-5ophia. One cannot absorb 'I'heosoph!, a, 
a sponge dozs \v~ter ,  to b: e\rp?lletl at the ,lightest touch. Our  conceptioll 
of 'I'heosopliy is apt to l ~ e  based upon the idea that it is an especial line of 
teaching-a larger, nitlel., and greater doctrine tliarl others perhaps, but still 
a doctrine, and  therefore limited. \Ye must bear in mind that the true 
Theosophist belong.; to n o  cult or sect, yet belongs to each and all ; that he 
can find the true object of 11;s search ecluall!. as well in the Hebrew 1)ible a, 
in the Yoga philosophy, in the New 'I'estament equally as well as in the  
Eliaga\rad-Gi ta. 

You  sa!- !.ou have "connecl the Yoga philosophj-." 'I'liis is not 
enough ; nle1~1y  to " con " it is not to 1;non. it. I t  is in f i~c t  a n o 3 t  pr'lcti- 
cal s!-stem (if you refer to that of Patanjali), and one that \\.ill ~ n e e t  rill re- 
(luirements you have in tile \\-a!- of cliificuit!.; fo r  it is one of tlie rnost 

difficult. It is nDt pos.;il)le for ~ o u  to judge its merits without practice : ant1 
it gives full dil-ections. If  for tliree years !,ou study and  1)r~ctice it-ajqe for 
one .c.~r--,you will find that you need no other. In  these nlatters there I,  

n o  cliild's play 110s tlie usual English and American method of' inere booli- 
learning,-we n ~ u s t  absorb and work into the practice and the t1icol.y laid 
<lon,n, for the!, are not written merely for the in/eZZect, but for the wliole 
spiritual nature. There must be 11-itliin the Inan something which he 



nlreatly 1;non.s. that leaps u p  a n d  out  \I hen lie scans the books of I\-isdom ; a 
thing already existing, which only take5 a 2  added life or confirmation from 
books. T r u e  Theosophy has all that is practical, bu t  many lorget this ; 
there is n o  greater system of practise than that required by it. 

Desire \visdom ; love all men : do your duty ; forget j-ourself; let each 
tl.iought and act of your  life liave for it\ aim the finding of divine wisclom : 
stri1.e to appI!- that nisclorn for the g-cmtl of other men. If J-ou searcl~ in 
every direction, Light nlust come to you. Let the place in which you now 
are be the lonely room you speali of, a n d  seek to fincl in everytl~ing the 
rneaning. Strive to 1;noiv what the! are, and by mhat governecl or caused. 
Th i s  is the first step. Live vour life with this ever before !.ou. Purify !,our 
thought as nell  as Toiir hod!. Reason all you can, feel all with !,our 
heart !-ou ma!-, and  \vtien intellect and heart hi1 you, see]; for something 
highel. 'This is the A. B. C.; it is enough li)r the present. 

It is not  'I'heosoplly that is a science, bu t  its application. I t  is not a 
L .  cult," for it cover3 and  inclutles all. 

T h e  Astral Light i.; a n  actuality. I t  is not revelation, but  a means 
through which that ~v!~icl-1 causes revelation acts. Electricity, the heavens, 
all lower fires, are but  the shadows of the L'rstral Light, just as the Astral 
Light is but  the darliness of the Ineffable Light. 

,ih.;traction into insensibilitr is not  intended. If it had been so  in- 
tended it nrould be unnecessary for us to be in  these bodies. If you can 
forget jourself sufficientl!.-forget that !ou exist as  a human body, you \vill 
not need to stare at  a mirror ; but  s o  long as you realize, ~vl-ien staring in to  
a glas.;, whether you be pretty or ugly, you can not reach Celestial sensibility 
or terrestial insensibility. 

Hj-pnotism is the controlling of other personalities. Under  this you 
would be  but  a puppet for the thought o f  another. Your  outer self had 
better become a puppet for !.our own thought. 

l y e  seek t o  make the  bod!- alive, not to kill it. Zxnos. 

TO J Z L Z ~ Z L S ,  FYONI L1x 7. c. 
My question \vas per\.erted in December PATH, ant1 I don't know 

ivhether to be veuetl or annoyed at it. I (lid ?lot ask \ \hat  the effect of 
hasheesh \vas ; in a theosophic book I sa\i  it \vas said Anzsthetics opened 
the (1001-s of the astral wol-lcl, ant1 made inquiry to that effect. Wha t  
I \vishetl to kno\v was the explanation of the euperience of finding myself, 
\vhile I\ allcing clown the village street, feeling as  if I ]lad \valketl interlninably, 
or,  as i l l~~s t ra t ed  by Bayart1 Taylor, 11 110, after taking hasheesh, thought that 
Lvhile \ \alking only a block in  the city lie had I\-alkecl for ages. 

If you can euplaiu niy contlition or its cause a t  the times I speak of-they 
occurred t~~ice-- las t  sulnmer \\.hen I hat1 the sensation, I should be glad. 

-4n,szce)---\1Te intenclecl n o  perversion. T h e  seemin: drift of the first 
cluestion was as  t o  nlitt-sthetics opening the doors of the astral worltl. T h a t  
seemed   no re i~npor tan t  than a single esperience o f  any indixidua:. L-nless 
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we knew the state of !,our health last summer, occupation, kind of food, ancl 
many other matters nc~t  i l l  our purview, we could not give the cause of. 
~ n u c h  less explain, !-our condition at the time you speak of. It seemed in 
December, as it does now, that it was highly important to strangle a possi- 
ble error as to anzsthetics and the astral world. Masheesl~ is a partial 
anxsthetic, and as it apparently caused Rnyard Taylor's feeling, our previous 
repl!. applies quite fktirl!.. 

Hut where S L I C ~  a11 experience is not brought on by drugs or othel. 
substances, i t  ma!, occur frconl various causes, nearly all of them ha\,iny 
relation to some de~.angernent or obstruction in the body. Certain mo\-e- 
ments or affections of the spleen bring it 011: and at other times the brain 
ma? cauGe it ; but in neal-I!- all cases it is felt by means of the brain. 7'11~ 
sensation is analagous to the dream-state in n.hicli time disappears, for w e  

Itnow that during the sounding of the clasli of a breaking plate one car1 
tlream an esperie~lce cf 2 0  !-ears, with all their circumstances. In  !.our 

case-whatever the pl~!sical pretlisposing cat~se.--!you hat1 a \val;ing dream 
interlaced ~vitli \valiing consciousness and conncitation of c~1,jects. 'l 'l~i* 
double state enabled !.oil to register the experience clearl!, ; i t  Sa1.e !.ou ;I 

glinnpse of what is meant by Proclus when he says. "The  1)eriod of tile 

first soul is measured by the whole of time." It gave only a glinipse, 
I~ecause the sensation had relation to olrl!. one of many states conlposing 
the whole. We can refer you to many other sensations similarl!. partial, 
while at the same time ver!. different from yours. As, for instance : feelin; 
and hearing that the slightest sound-made even by a fly creeping on a 
pal'er-had the force anti might): energy of Niagara's roar. I t  also give. 
sorne meaning to the statement that "one day is as I,COO years and  I,CC'C 
years as one day, to God." 

Inasn~uch  as we do our best to answer, we are sorry that your " vesa- 
tion ant1 annoyance at the perversion " has apparently pre:.ented you from 
seeing what Itre did mean in 1)ecember. We thank you for addressing the 
cluestions ancl enabling us to obtain some ideas thereupon. J r ~ r r s .  

There is a curious old story to he fount1 in one of the Brahmanic sacred 
books. It apparentl!. refers to the trials of higher chelaship, and runs some- 
what as folio\\-s. 

" A young man of a lrery h igh  and respectable family had an oilly sister. 
She became a ~vi t lo~v ; ant1 then they both renouncetl the IVOI-ltl. 11 ent to '1 

Yogee in  a clistant place. and offered tl~emselves as his pupils. 'The \-ogee 
sxitl that they were not yet  ripe for che lash i~~  ; that they had yet much 11atl 
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K a r m a  to exhaust ,  bu t  tha t  if they woultl re turn  to their  native to\:n and  1ii.e 
for a t ime (say ten months) in a part icular  manner ,  then he  \vould accept  
them.  They  ag reed ,  ant1 accorclirigly s e t  up  a shed  ($a?zrZuZ) i,z their 07;~ l r  

native fo.~un, \\-here they we re  ~ve l l  known for high bir th ancl gootl character .  
T h e  shed was  in a prominent place on the  high road .  I t  hacl no rooms a t  all, 
hu t  only a sniall enclosure ~ v h i c h  harely afforcletl shelter  from the sun.  T h e r e  
they livetl a l o n ~  together,  regartlless of conventionalities, altvays cheerful anrl 
even merry.  'The \vorltl began  to slantler them a s  hadly a s  possible, sa!.ing 
tha t  the  bro ther  ant1 sister  we re  living a s  hus l~an t l  and  ~vife.  But the  t\\-o 
pul)ils never tlefentlecl themselves,  though persecuted most  misera l~ ly .  E\.ery- 
one  spa t  upon t hem a s  imnioral  wretches a n d  threw s tones  on them.  Still 
thcse t\vo clirl no t  s t ir  from the i r  place, bu t  bore a11 patiently. They  hecame 
the  ~ i c t i l n s  of even the  poorest .  ~v l l o  llatl before been assisted by them, ant1 ot. 
the meanes t  a n d  rilost \vicketl people of  the country.  ' 'The ten months ~)asseti .  
T h e  pupils found that  the \\-orld hat1 no  real  cha rm  a t  all. 'Tlley had thus  ex- 
hausted the necessary cjuantity of 1)atl I < a ~ - n ~ n  ant1 stood the 'trial. The! \yere 
accortlingly accepted 11)- the  Yogee .  " 

This  little tale serves a s  a n  allegory. It shows us  ho\v necessary it is. 
\\-hen first we  desire to en t e r  the  path,  to exhaust  ou r  bat1 K a r m a  by patientl!- 
living i t  ou t ,  there  where  \xre tint\ ourselves placed a t  the time. It t l e n ~ o n -  
s t ra tes  tha t  we  cannot  proceed 1)y a violent leap away  from all the  rest  of this 
present  life, bu t  tha t  \ye 111ust \\'or]; ou t  from it in due  seclllence, and  that  
even  shoultl \ve a t t emp t  to make  sucll a n  ah rup t  I)ouncl, \\e a r e  su r e  to I)e 
sen t  back. \\:hether 1)y the chosen Teache r  o r  l)y the  L a ~ v  niatters but  little : 

\ve a r e  s en t  l)acl<, aritl o u r  sutltleu action has  adcletl to previous Ka rma  >c- 
quire(]  1)y tleetls wholly relat ing to self. \Ye a r e  also shown,  on the  page  ot' 
this  ancient  hook, tha t  o u r  effort t o  cast  off the  unrea l  life for the  real  places 
us in a \.el-y different position in the  eyes of those about  us, \vith \\.horn \ye 
hitherto stootl well. 'They regard  us with suspicion ; o u r  carelessness of  
\vorlclly opinion, o u r  acceptance  of solitude a n d  poverty of spirit for the  sake  
of the  'Truth ant1 the  search  for the T r u t h ,  irnplies a reproach-though 11-e in-  
tencl none-to the  lovers of the  mere  outwarcl life, a n d  they cast  a s lur  upon 
us? \\-hether in silence o r  openly.  So  \ve en t e r  upon a c a r ee r  of t r ou l~ l e  ant1 
isolation from the  outset. I t  someti lnes happens  tha t  th rough favorable cir-  
cumstances .  \ve a r e  receivetl 1)y the 11-orltl on  the  s a m e  out\varcl footing. but  
in~var t l ly  a chill has  fallen l)et\yeen u s  and  it, even with d e a r  friends. It is 
felt tha t  \ve no longer  be long to the  s a m e  party,  that  1t.e have announcecl an  
indepenclent juclgn~ent,  ant1 a critical at t i tude a t  least to\vartls all those fictions 
ant1 tyrannies which the \vorld has  agreetl to keep  up ,  in the  service of con- 
\.enience, convention,  custom, ant1 fzlse ideals. Ant1 while \ve shoulcl he  
careful to tlo 110 violence to ou r  ties anrl duties,  j \ ~ l ~ e t h e r  of family or  ofstation ), 
to lceel) the  civic ant\  moral  la\vs ant1 to some extent  even the  social rules of  
the  civilization in \vliich \\-e live, still \\-hen all this is done ,  the questiorl (re- 
cluently arises :-" \\,hat can I do  to prove my faith ? "  

I t  is a question often addressetl  to us  and  passecl from one  theosophist to 
another  : it i s  a most  tlifficult cluestion to nns\\ ,er ,  hecause the  reply cannot  1 ) t :  
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made to fit all circumstances. I;ut if we take large and high gl-ountl, per- 
haps we can find an ans\ver npplicable to e \ e ry  case, in some part a t  least. 
If \ve sap that in the tlenial ant1 uprooting of self the first active step upon tlie 
path is talcen, then we h a l e  opened up a suljject of immense possil~llities. 
Fo r  it is not asceticjsm, nor mortification of the f esh, nor rude rough \Ira! s ot 
life that \ve mean, hut \ \ e  refer to the inner attitude. 

Most of us look upon the rainfall, o r  the failure of the crops, o r  an 
accident detrimental to our  interests, in the light of their effect upoll u,. 
Yet these things have a greater  Ilearing : they may conduce tu universal ends.  
Here  the first so lut~on o f o c r ~ ~ r o l ~ 1 e m  meets u s  ; \ i e  :nust try to live in  the life ot 
tlie \vliole ; try \vith reason n.hen we can, ant1 \\ith faith \\-liere reason o r  pel-- 
ception fail us, to r e a l i ~ e  that all things from the fall of the leaf to the dreatletl 
earthquake are contlucted by  universal law ; that  this 1,1\\ is one ot h a r n ~ o n ~  ; 
that  all is well ~vitli the unlvel-se as it steaclily advances along the evolutionary 
track, and that all must therefore be \veil n i th  each one of us, a s  parts ofthis 
prugressi\ e \\hole. Our  higher interests, our  ~ e ( z l  interests, are s e n  etl I)y ail 
these joys and trials alike, a n d  i f  we make sufficient effort, we can remain 
above them in thought ; the inner attitude can he one of lofty ant1 patient calm. 
The  po\ver of any and every circumstance to anno) o r  unb,~lance us on elther 
hand is a given quantity : we ourselves a re  the variants, ant1 our  vibi-attons 
to and fro, scatter, disturb, ant1 clisseminate the molecules of the inner man 
quite a s  much as  they rufde ancl cloud that still surface of the soul lvhose high 
office it is to mirror tlie Spirit. Let us then strive to raise ourselves up, ancl 
to lift others u p  to that far,  h l a ~ i n g  s tar  above the tempest, the s tar  of Truth .  

Very otten we hamper ourselves by preconceivecl itleas to hlch \ve cling. 
These totally blind us to Truth .  Since \ve (lo not presently know all thlngs, 
\ve must be some\vheres in error,  and very likely we are  most so a t  just that 
point \\.here our  hearts are  most fixed. F o r  attachment and hatred bintl us 
equally to some idol of our  own making. Many students who a re  t r y ~ n g  to  
'( live the life " ask why so many very good and pious men have not become 
occultists, have not even caught a glimpse ot'the real goal. I t  is principally 
because they have errecl by " violence of direction," and have tried to live by 
the exercise of certain selected qualities alone. They have set a god on high 
\vhose worship has atrophiecl reason and na r rou~ed  faith. F o r  mark that if 
you suggest to them that there may be a higher god than this, o r  a religion 
eclually true,  they are incredulous or indignant. They live upon ancl ~vitliin 
f o r ~ n s  ; they have stunted the perceptive faculties of the soul and paralysetl 
its instructive desire for ;rlpirf/ l czf al l  cost.s cznrl all hnzczz-rls. T h ~ s  tlesire 
must lte a t  the root of the soul, for it \vas the tlesire to create ancl experience 
in matter nrhich sent it forth fro111 the Spirit to seek the manifestation of T ru th  
in this life, ancl \I hicli now urges its return to\vards the Great  Center of re- 
splentlent verities. T ru th ,  whether nlanifest below or above, is the same, but  
the manifestation is different. \Ye shut ourselves out from Truth  \vhen n e  
repel ;lny manifestation, or confine our  belief to any one of her modes of 
\vorl<ing i n  matter.  In the ultimate alone is she One. l3linclness to these 
facts maltes us rake some such vie\\. a s  that of an  e s t ee~ned  contemporary, who 
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ezplainetl a tlouI)t of  the teachings ot"Tl~eosopl~!- 11eca use some ( '  theosophical " 
ac:clu;~intxuce I)elie\.etl tha t  his aged allcl inralitl mother  \\-as 01,sessecl 1)y an 
ele!i~entnl  ! Tile \lTitlo\\- t i t tered \\he11 she  reacl this, ant1 remar1;etl that  slle 
noi r  doul~te t l  [lie moons of Jupi te r  i,c~-rtz~se she  i<ne\\- .. an  x s t ~ - o ~ l o m e r  \\-l-in 
11:ltl tl!.spel)tic tits ant1 \vas a s  cross as-as-'' 

-1s tile cievil in n gale  of \;-in(l ;" sus-2-estetl Ijiti!.~nus. 

'!'il12 \Yi;lo\\-, \\.I10 is no th ing  if tic)t co~ l r e~ i t i o t l a l ,  g-a\.e a sln:ill shriek :[I 

illis. 1 noticetl t ! i ;~t  she recluiretl nlucli sonthi!~g-f~-ori? I)itI!.rn~~h. ~ i o t  fl-olll 
1 1 1 ~  ; , o ~ n e I ~ o \ v  1 cali't soothe - <  ~.\-oi- t l~ :I ce11t." ' 1 . 1 1 ~  111u1neb o f  the i , l i l -  s:~til-ist 
sufic.~o~:t ly ~)l .ce~iecl ,  she  remarlie;! : 

.. 170u met] r~eetln ' t  talk. Ha\-ei l ' t  \ve Iit.n~-d t1i:lt soille IIi~iclu ~)ull( l i :  15 

so iilce~lsecl that  Eas te rn  doctrines slloultl 1)e t:~~!glit to tlie 111-ofane \\-e,t, tlrc-it 
lie is s o i l ~ g  to t e a r  the I L  Secre t  I)oct~-irie " to tnttel-s, b.1; .;i~c~tc.in,q- f / c l r /  i t  (10;!'1 

w i t h  h i s  , ~ ~ i c w  ef 1~?-c7/ /? /1~rn~c  /:,(l(.//i/~,<-s, . 11101-e 110\\-cr to i1 ' if i~ t101l.t !'' 

. I  I like the cheek  of tliose 11l(li;11l ( I u c ! ; ~  ;" m~~rn lu l - e t l  Iiitlj-nir~s. 

,I chorus  of ;. l\l,surtl : " I -  I:a~lt-!- : " I c  I-)c;~l't 1)e sl;tng-y : " arose.  I put 
it clo\v~i firnily. 

.' Latlies ant1 Gentlemen ; I tlo 11ot tlefentl eitlier nttitucle. T o  the  lool;e~.- 
on, they a r e  sinlpl!- tlelic-ious-as stutlies of liuinnn na ture .  T h e -  a r e  1)ure 
hysteria.  'The\- a r e  ti\-inges of emotional  insanity. Hj-steria tor 11yste1-in. 
give me  the  female form of it. It is more  likely, on the  \rllole, to he  all 1-ig-Ill 
a t  heart .  In every t rue  \\-oman there is someth ing  nobl!- virile ; ever! t rue  
m a n  II;IS a t inet  touch of his mother  in him. Cut  I I)eg 1-ou to ol)ser\-e tlint 
\ve must  e s c l~en .  tlle personal  vie\\., if \ r e  a r e  to find out  t rue  facts. Tht- 
idol-\\-orshipper ; the  form-\vorshipl,el- : the  pedant ; the  emotional enthusiast  
\vho malies n g-otl of the mere  human  hear t  ; the  rel igionist$z~r df s i / / / j / t ,  all 
these a r e  confi~let l  to one  view, antl self is a t  the  bottom of the i r  creecl. E \ - e ~ i  
the  atheist  deifies self. O u r  instant  need  is t o  ascertain some moclicum of 
T ru th  untinged by the  personal  view, and  t o  g o  to \vork on that .  O u r  fr iends 
may  he  all r ight  a t  hea r t  but ,  Lorcl ! :vliat t\vaddle their  tongues  (lo emi t  \\.hen 
they insist on ou r  measur ing  T r u t h  with the i r  yardstick. Le t  us  listen most  
to the  Universal  Voice : it speaks,  not  of o r  in us,  bu t  th rough us. 

S h o ~ v  m e  a self-styled '; conservative "man, ant1 I \rill shoiv you a man 
xvho lives a rnong sliatlo\z~s, and  in himself vainly str ives to an imate  a shatle.  
H i s  fr iends have long  gone  away  from the  place where  he still beholtls the i r  
imaginary  charac ters  stancling, lit ( to his el-es) into seeming life by the  dim 
light of the  past. Wi th  these  spectres he  holtls con\-erse. antl his fl-ientis try 
to an swer  him through the  lifeless intermecliaries ; they t r ~ -  to meet  him for n 

monlent  on the  forgotten I~a s i s  of the  past, a n d  a r e  sometimes pleasetl to tic1;Ie 
their  011-n self-esteem \\.it11 the  image  of a n  impossi1)le consistency. Ju s t  so 
t he  scholar ,  over\veighted 1)y his learning,  thinks tha t  the  g r ea t ,  living, bus!- 
lvorltl is co~lcerne t l  with his tlenuilciations of false quanti t ies o r  scholastic- 
clogma. T o  it these weighty facts a r e  puppets moved IIJ- h i sse l f  importance ; 

i t  is mainly concerned wit11 Life, no t  ~vi t l i  creeds,  antl it soars  onn.ard,  leaving 
him impotent  and  a little foolish, in the  dus t  n.ith his \veapon of s t raw.  If lle 
is wise, he  \\.ill no t  confront  it I\-ith past  issues. S o  conservatism is im- 
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possible s o  far  a s  Life is concerned.  Even Death  is not  consistent, but  
ch i~nges .  tlissolves, ant1 rentls \vith furious energy.  " Consistency " is a man -  
made  product  ; I fintl no  ana logy in nature.  UJhen I lie clown to sleep,  an1 I 
the  s a m e  rnan who  rose tha t  morning  ? W h e n  I rise, where  is he  \vho la:; 
there  a n d  d r eamed  ? Jus t  a s  physical science tells us  t ha t  organic  tissue is  
momently dying,  changing ,  receiving, and  transmitt ing,  s o  the min(l also 
changes  a t  the  contact  of every new  thought ,  the  hear t  with each new e inot io~l .  
;\Ian is a n  ever  n e w  o r  reneweel being,  begotten o <  the  old, and  the '' conset-\-- 
ative " is left bet\\-een the  horns  of this di lemnla : e i ther  he  has  changed \vith- 
out  be ing  aware  of it,  (until sonle moral  cataclysm re\-eals the  stantl ing of tile 
real, inner  man ) ,  o r  lie is a tlencl m a n  ; tleacl in all spir i tual  sense ~ v h i l e  the 
physical machine  has  not  J-et run  tlo\vn. I t  I)ehcio\.es us  to open ou r  minds  to 
the  possibilities of T ru th ,  for tlie cause  of most  ills is in the niind. It is the  
11recletermination of ou r  at t i tude tliat makes  it sel-ious and  injurious. " I ;Ln1 
a l~e l iever  in l)redest inx~ion," ' ' I :lm \veal; ant1 tleieated." I cannot l)eIie\-r 
so and  so." T h e r e  a r e  t h e  ~ n e n t a l  c!limerns \ \ . l l i c - l ~  \\-orl; 11nroc \\-it11 ou r  lives. 
X l )o~ -e  them all tile Serene  Self looks tlo\\.n, c:11m :In t l  ullilill)ai rr:tl. 31:1~. \vc 
take refuge t h e r e !  lT;~y  \\-e r e a l i ~ e  tha t  r l~et-e ; i l t ) ~ i t :  is ou r  t rue  existence ' 
>lay  i1.e enl1)race no  lo\\.c.r itleal ! 

In these g r im  and  frost bitten tlirys I love t o  ~ - r ~ n r ~ u l ~ e r  ho\v tile \\.antler- 
ing  Tea -Tnh l e  hacl a, littie I~utterf ly farm in a su1111q- 1)aj. \vintlo\v iate last 
au tumn .  T h e r e  amid tile failing- lei i~.es,  the  pa t te r  ant1 gu rg l e  of rain on lo\v 
eaves,  o r  thesolemn tlrip from the  hlack pines on to the  graves  of June  roses- 
there \ve watchetl some gauze-imprisoneti \voi-ins, 1)rave fellows in 1)lack \,el\-et 
and  gold vesture,  \vorI;ing out  the e t e r ~ ~ a l  miracle of Death-in-Life for the 
instruction of occultists in en l l~ ryo .  Even 111-ighter skies, the  pipe of \v in t l s  
and  au tumn  banners  flaring from the  hills, coultl no t  t emp t  us  out  \I-hile the 
\\-ontler \\-as still in hantl. T h e  captives fed g r o ~ s 1 ~ -  on n~illi\\-eed for a \\.bile. 
journeyed,  hobno1~hecl, regarded  the \vorlcl, I-eachetl a periotl of fevered activit). 
in \\.llich they l<ne\\r no r  pause  no r  rest, then  fount1 a secludecl spot  ancl con- 
cluclecl to remain  there.  F i e r ce  \\-as the i r  ange r  a t  any fell on^ \vho rlreiv neal- 
ot- disturbecl them,  savage  on its o\vn scale a s  the  \\-rat11 of the lion, I\-llile 
they deposited their  \vorlclly store in the  shape  of a little I\-hite gluten,  spark-  
l ing like sacchar ine  crystals ant1 esucled from the prol)oscis, upon the gauze 
roof. I invite all occultists to consit1e1- these analogies : the  gluten,  cluint- 
essence of the  worm,  for~net l  a link I)et\\-een two \vorlcls. \VIleli sufitcient 
hacl been depositecl to form a tiny spike-like l~rojection,  the  I\-orni ceasetl to 
\\-ork it ~ v i t h  the  head anti moved slo\\-ly over  it until it coulcl insert tlie spilir 
illto a minute  opening  i n  tlie encl of the  I~otly o r  tail. Gi\.ing clue t ime to the  
g lu ten  to hartlen a11c1 I ~ e c o m e  fixecl there ,  (\vhate\.er impregnat ing  o f i c e  i t  
~ i l i g h t  till \\.e k n o ~ v  not ) ,  af ter  se\-era1 essays the  ~ v o r n i s  finally let themselves 
g-I-atlually clo\\-n until they h u n g  susl~endecl  in a i r  from the  spike of gluten.  
no\v hard  a s  a gravel  g r anu l e  a n d  firmly rooted in the  tail. Vihrat iou after  
\.il)ration r a n  througI1 every coil now in t lou l~le  series,  one  series from 11ea:l 
to tail, ano the r  from tail to heat1 : occultists \\-ill recognize this univet-sal 
movement.  T h e  vibrations increased in ra1)itiity du r ing  a periotl of t\\-enty- 
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four hours,  whet1 a t  last  a violent effort is visible ancl with botly i l~ovenient  
ant1 quick head  strokes combined the  \vorm cracks  open  a t  the hack,  fei-er- 
isilly ant1 rapidly " shuflles off this mortal  coil " of i)lacl< ant1 goltl, \vhich falls 
th tile grountl ,  leaving a l ight  green  \vornl momentari l j -  visible. Only moment-  
arily ; this renewecl c rea ture  cloul~les itself up ,  joins heat1 to tail, working  t he  
neck arountl  the  spike of g lu ten  ; the head  falls off, the tlouhlecl up  hotly is :ill 
fusetl toge ther  by  the s a m e  vil~ratol-!- movement,  ant1 in  t\vo minutes  o r  less 
tilere hangs  from the  gauze xn  escluisite smooth green  sat in casket ,  I\-hich a n  
esuclation presently stucls \v i t l~  gil t  nails arountl  its tlome-shapecl top,  closiilg 
it, I kno\v not  how. T h e  effort of these t\\-o minutes is really sonletliirlg~ 
ter1-il)le to nritness, yet the  work  is accomplislietl \i-ith supreme exse after  all. 
\\.iien \ve consitler the  marveious consummat io~i .  This  casket. erst  tile innel- 
isecontl) l~ot ly  of the  c rea ture .  is no\\.  in process of l ~ e c o m i n g  a mere  casement  
f'ol- tlie !n!'sterious g e r m  sleeping \\.itilin. IIui . i~lg t11.0 \vecks it 1)ecomes rl1ol.e 
ant1 more  translucent ,  its til11.e is gr-aclually assimilatetl, ancl the  I~ r i gh t  \\-itlg- 
1nar1;ings antl color dots of the  thircl f;i~-ln a r e  a t  last visil)le l~enea t l l  tile t l l i ~ i  

shell. Some f i~ i e  morning  to\\.;i~-(ls 11oo11 (ill some c lo~en o1)servetlj this slleli 
ul-acl;s a t  the  I ~ a c k ,  a \vingetl, I) t . i l l ia~~t c rea ture  lets itself clo\\,~l 1'1-oni tlie 
shrivelling- isinglass-lilie case,  slo\\.lj- unloltls, like a tlv\ver, ant1 like tile ilo\\.er 
clasps the  steiil ; for still it g rasps  the  c'lse. S o t  a t  once  tloes it relincluisli 
the al>antlo~let l  Ilahit, re i i iemi~er . '  Ali eat-thly tlross must  11e pul-itietl froni 
the c rea ture  o f t h e  skies. So  \vllile Ilt: r i l ~ r a t e s  still more  t remulous1~-  tharl 
e\.er l~efore ,  warring- antl t r j - i~ ls -  his \v i~ igs ,  there  is a (11-ip, a s  of life t~loocl, from 
his cluivering l~otly.  This  over, lie rests, anti ive ask ,  \vhy does lie not fly ? 
I iours  after, lie is see11 to sutlclenly lift liis heacl. T h e  tlii.ine thought  ha s  
toacl>etl h i ~ n  ! \\'it11 illstant recollection ancl po\ver he rises, makes  an  e s -  
11;tant (lash for the ljlue regions,  ant1 soars  in ever \\-itlening circles . lost t o  us,  
tliscovered ane\v to life. S e i - e r  have I seen  any  th ing  more  inspirecl than  the  
electric s\viftness of that  instinct, conling so sutltlenly to all. \Ye ha\-e placed 
t l ~ c m  on the  pines i l l  resinous su~ls l i ine ,  o r  upon the f o \ \ - e r ;  they n,ill not  s t ir  
until tiley hear  the  sountlless aclmonition ; they jvait for the  ripe momen t  o i  
tlle La\\. : so  they never falter in t l ~ x t  s t r ong  flight. \Ve l ~ a v e  lost s ight  of 
tliem, but  \vide-e\-etl Science has  seen tha t  they presently re turn  to tlie ten-es-  
tial tieltls. and ,  full of heaven's s\veet essences,  have birth in o the r  lives. 

Th i s  s tage  of their  journey,  this visible passage fro111 the  first to the  third 
form by means  of an  essential coupling o r  link, is n o s t  l~eaut i fu l  antl typical. 
(;o into your  garclens \vhen tlie year  sjvings I-ountl again ; ga the r  milli\veetis 
;~11 t l  captives ; net  them in airy gauze,  ant1 na ture  \I-i l l  teach you ho\v the  soul  
emerges  from liusk after  husk .  She  \\.ill t each  you Reincarnation ; she  will 
she\\- \vhat a broad  scope of change  is necessary aricl appoi i~ te t l  to alj grci\\-th ; 
.;he \\.ill c le~nons t ra te  t ha t  resistance to this La\\- on a n y  plane is retarciation. 
\\-Ilile a s  yet  only an incipiellt, encl-usting I lal~it  ; is Death eternal  when the 
Ilxbit 1)ecomes fisecl in the  petritieti soul. 

J U I , I I . S .  
- -- -- . . - -ppp - -- .- - - - - - - -- 

1 See Jan. PATH, 1888, I'agc 230 ; on the rellnc~uiuhnle~~t of intcru~ediatc forli~r. 
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I ~ O S T H U ~ I O U S  HUM.~SITY :--;I stzlcb cf I'1~a~rfi111r.r. 1 9  A. ~ 1 ' ~ l s s i e r .  
t ranslated and  annotatet i  1 q  H. S. Olcott. Th i s  is a treatise on the  existence. 
n~aijil 'est:~tions, an(l constitution of ~na r l ' s  lmsthumous pet-sonality, of' !]is 
' (  Dnuh le "  appear ing  ( luring life, ancl ot a like .' I>oul)lc" i t )  an imals  ant!  
~ ~ e ~ e t a h l e s .  I t  tlefincs a ~ ) l l a ~ l t o ~ i l  a s  ' + a  g-:!seo:ls tissue offering a eel-taiti 
resistance," antl co1lsit1e1-s n l ;~g-~le t ic  fluitl tile xcnerative cause of the ~ ~ r i n c i -  
1)le producing  ~ t .  Coil:ltrr:~I topics natur:~ll!- co:ne up,--electric atiini:~ls nnci 
l)l;lllts, sollln:\inI)ules. seer;. n ~ e t l i u ~ n s ,  e tc . .  a11 c-!!~i~lectetl tht-ougli mag~letic-  
origin, a s  \yell a s  Iyc:~n tllro!)!,, ol,sessio~is, incuI)i, ant1 vxml)ires. 'I'ht. 
;~ut l lor  is a n  avo\\-etl pos i t i~~ i s t ,  ant1 for tl~:rt reason I-ejrcts l~ot l i  su1)ern:ltural 
esl)i;~natiotls ant1 in:~tlec!~.~:~te testimony. tilougl-I once incnutiously :~ s se t*~ i t~g -  
:IS a " cornmoll fact , ' '  1)ut \\.itl~out e\-itletice. t11:~t e!ectricit!- in the  I'iliteCl 
S ta tes  so  a l )oul~t l s  :is to inalie 1)ushes s eem i ~ ~ c ; ~ ~ i ~ l c s c c n t  a11tl (loot--1;nol)s 
start le  s t rangers  \\it11 S I I ; L I - I ~ S  : , \ s  to tliis, Col. Cllcott ~ - c : ~ ~ ~ a ~ - l i s  t11:1t lie !i\-etl 
47 !-ears in the t-nitetl S ta tes  \vitliout encountel-ins. tthe3e l ) l ~ c n o m e ~ l n .  'Yhc 

1)ooli is not  original  ur  ~~t-t-rf~)untl ,  fe\v ne\v fzcts :ire g i \ - e~ i .  an!l the trcatmen: 
is superficial. 'The explanation of spectres '  l )! lotopl~ol)is~~i (I'age yo:, is l )o t l~  
i ~ n a g i n a r y  a n d  imperfect, nor  does the transl:ltor l)unctut-e tlie e r ror  O I I  this 
page  tha t  the  phantom is see11 only out  of s t r ong  light ; it is \\-ell Iino\vn tcn 
the cont rary  : tha t  of their  protluction of noises resembling breakages  ( l 'age 
94) is open  to serious criticism ; tha t  of tlie clecny of witchcraft (I'nge 2 1 2 )  is 
utterly flimsy ancl s l l o \ ~ s  tha t  >I. cl'Assier llas not  read Lecky,-as, intleetl, 
cloes also his credulity a s  to lycantliropes, vampires,  antl incubi,  though of 
t he  lat ter  cliscussion Col. Olcott too ~notlest ly tleclines t o  t rans la te  t he  la rger  
part. N o  explanation is given of the emphasizetl phenomenon of fine literarj- 
composition by illiterate nietliums. T h e  competency of the  F rench  mind to 
I '  talk arountl  " and  not  grapple  \\.it11 a su l~ j ec t  is continually illustratetl. 

Col. Olcott, ho~veve r ,  adds  frequent notes,  amplifying o r  correcting the  
theories of the  au tho r  from a n  Esoteric stand-point ,  a n d  throwing on  them 
the  rich l ight  of his  scholarship antl vast  Oriental  experience. After each  
note the  r eade r  contrasts  au tho r  and  annota tor ,  a n d  mourns  tha t  the  lat ter  
hat1 not  n-ritten the  tes t .  Col. Olcott also furnishes a n  Appentlix giving tlie 
opinions cu r r en t  in various sections of I t~ t l ia  upon K a m a  Lolca, spectres,  so r -  
cery,  a n d  s o  on. Th i s  is a cont r i t~ut ion  to ethnological stutly? hut  has  not ,  
\ye think,  much  force a s  proving fact, inasmuch as the various tales ant\  pop- 
ular  \-ien-s collectetl lnust  need much sifting a s  well a s  explanation I)y those 
versed in occultism. hIatiy popular  espressions of ac tua l  occult l aws  a r e ,  in 
fact, travesties upon the  actualities t ha t  have given rlse to the  vulgar  itlea. 
T i e  hope a t  another  t ime to o l~ t a in  a n d  pul~l i sh  reasonable expositions re-  
specring some  of the  things recordecl in this  Appendix. Pages  331-333 a r e  
nlost interesting. ( R ~ ~ Y L J ( Z ; V ,  Lo~zdon, 1887 ; 7 ~ ,  6rZ.) 

THE I'HILOSOPHY 01; CURE, hy E. D. Babbit t  31. D.,-a condensed,  tab-  
u la ted  con~pen t l i um o f  facts  in Physiology, Chemistry,  Pathology,  AIagnetism. 
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Light ,  ancl Color, hasetl upon tlie principle tha t  Na tu r e  is better  than  Art ,  ant1 
having a s  object the  esposition of a na tura l  antl rat ional  system of Thel-a- 
peutics. 

\Velcome is d u e  every scientitic \\-01-ic that  recalls men to the  vit:~l ant1 
vitalizing- powers of Nature ,  ancl e;nanci!)ates them from the  e\-il o i  tlrugs, 
I\-hich, a s  Dr. Uabbit t  says,  have c;lusetl more  dea ths  than  \\-al-. I-Ie tinds 
these poivers in sunlig-ht a n d  electricit!-. antl applies them to the  cure  of  
tlisense through sun-ba ths  ancl mag-lietic massage.  \Ye have aln-aj.s Ileltl 
tha t  the curat ive agents  of the  fu ture  \\-oultl t)e these poivers, a11t1 it is no 
small  confil-mation of such  belief to find it ad\rocated in a treatise so  com-  
petent ,  scientific, luminous,  sensible, and  practical. T h e  se~rsiblc quality of 
the  1)ook is one  of its grea tes t  merits. rZ just, (lispassionate, discriminating 
spirit evel-?where appea r s  notahlj- in the  t rea tment  of Homcx.op;~thy, JIintl 
Cure,  antl Fa i th  Cure  ; ancl freetlom from e i ther  the t\vntltlle of the  conven- 
tionalist o r  the  fanaticism of tlie tloctrinail-e is s h o n ~ n  in tlie remarks  on tlie 
mora l  influence of nudity ant1 in the exposition of Ch romol~a thy  ant1 of sountl  
spelling. 

Dr. Uabbitt distinctly recognizes the action of etherial  forces. H e  tintIs 
the  underlying principle of all force in spirit, antl says t ha t  " spirit may  be 
callecl the  #rinznte of all force." In a brief account of Statuvolence,  which he  
tlefitles a s  " A method of br inging  the  more  refillet1 psychic ethers of the  in- 
terior  brain into predomin:tnce o\-er the system, in the  place of the grosser  
an imal  e thers  which ordinari ly rule,"  ant1 in \\l:~rnings aga ins t  ex t ravagance  
nncl one-sided theorists. he gives intlications of a Theosophic t ra in ing  ant1 of 
a tempera teness  ~vhicl l  does not  al\vays accompany it. 

T h e  papel- and  type a r e  esceptionally gootl, and  the  i l lustrat ions excel)- 
tionally bad. Anyth ing  \\-orse than  the  portrai ts  of Catherine I 1  anti IYhit- 
field \ve have rarely encountered.  T h e  ghastly corpse of a young gir l  on  
page  29 seems to ha\-e no  raison tl'etre,-unless, perhaps ,  to sho\v \\.hat 
nledicino may effect, ancl the  a l lur ing  " Spiri t  of the  hlountain " on page  58 
has  not  even that .  Sonle assert ions need a little qualification. T h e  E ~ J - ~ -  
t ian srtis a r e  by n o  means  naketl, a n d ,  though it is t rue  tha t  they ou t run  fast  
horses, it is equally t rue  tha t  they die in five years. T h e  g r ea t  s t rength  of 
various savage  nations has  o ther  esplanations besitles nudity. Gen. I'leasan- 
ion's famous  experiments wi th  I ~ l u e  glass have hat1 impor tan t  results, bu t  
sr?:ne of Ilis conclusions ha\-e,  ive believe, been discreditecl 1)y later  investi- 
gators.  Ant1 Dr.  Uabbitt shoulcl not  say  "comrnence  " \\-hen h e  means  
" begin." H e  is much opposecl to to1,acco. 

T H E  FUTURE RULER:, OF AMERICA, o r  Hermet ic  T r a c t  Xo. I ,  is by Hro. 
I\'. I). I'helon, Pres ident  of I i a ~ n a y a n a  Branch  T. S. It is en ter ta in ing  and 
prophetical of \\.hat Anlerica holtls for the  future. (Hernzefic Pub. Cb . ,  
C/zicrz.q 0 . )  

" REIKCXKNX'I'ION : ,4 STYDY O F  FORGOTTEN TKL-TH " is the  title or ' a  
book by E. D. short ly to be published in Boston. It \\ill be  a 12 mo. 
volume of abou t  350 pages,  and  a cai-etul investigation of the  subject  from a 
\\-ester11 standpoint ,  en larged  and  estencled from the  ser ies  ot five papers  
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upon Reincarnation by tha t  writer  publishecl in THE PATH last  year.  T h e  
work  \\.ill contain chal) ters  upon i iTes tern  Evitlences of Reincarnation : 
iVestern Objections to Keincarnation ; Reinca rmt ion  in \Vestern Li te ra ture ,  
(Prose  a n d  Poetic);  Keincarnation a m o n g  the  Ancients  ; in the  B i l ~ l e  ; in 
Ear ly  Christendom ; in T h e  Eas t  to-clay ; Esoteric Reincarna t ion  ; Eastern  
Poetry of Reincarnation ; Transmigra t ion  through Animals  ; Death ,  Heaven 
a n d  Hel l  ; K a r m a  ; ancl a Bibliography of Reincarnation.  

THE P ~ P U L A I Z  CRAZE-CH~ISTIAK SCIENCE, is a brochure by Ursula  S. 
Gootefeltl of Chicago (1587). Its object is t o  show tha t  lCChrist ian Science " 
is the  nonsense of to-tlaj- bu t  that  it will be the sense  of the future. 11-e 
cannot  ag r ee  with the  eutravagant claim on 11 27. tha t  the  Redempt ion  of  Inan 
"will be  through \ \oman when she  is allowecl to lead anti he follo~vs her 
a long  the  up~va r t l  ivay." I t  is a s t r ange  f:~ct-ei.en in Christian history- 
that  Redeemer s  ant1 their  g r e a t  prophets \ \ e r e  men  On  11. 28 it is s tated 
tha t  spiritual perception is the  sixth sense  I\ 11ich opens for man  many closet1 
tloors." T o  this we cannot  su l~scr i t )e ,  because ou r  school of occultisnl teachei ,  
a n d  proves, t ha t  the  sistll sense is )z(~t s1)iritual. 1)ut only a h igher    mat el-ia11 
sense than  we  now possess. It also seems philosophically incorrect  (a t  least 
f r om a n  occultist 's s ta~l t lpo in t )  to say : " the  humnn ~n in t l  t letermlnes tlie 
kind and  quality of ou r  thought  only so  long  a s  Tve a r e  in ignorance ,"  au(l 
s o  on.  W e  \\-oulcl more  gladly praise such  books a s  these  if it we re  not  tha t  
the  \vhole so-called psychological sc ience  of Amer ica  looks like boy's pin!- 
t o  one  ~ v h o  has  fount1 the  s a m e  grountl  passetl over a n d  given U P  ljy the 
Aryans  long  ago  ; after  having studietl for age s  to find the  mind's  grountl  
ant1 founclation, they recorcl different conc lu s~ons  from o u r  psychologists, an t \  

have a g r ea t e r  respect for the  ancients in these mat te rs  than  for s p e c u l a t i o ~ ~ b  
tha t  have only just  begun in a nation which as yet  has  not  evolvetl the  mere  
~ v o r d s  needed for the  proper expression of \\.hat is inclu(1etl by the111 in tile 
t e rm  " mind." 

T h e  follo\ving let ter  has  been sent  to 5lat lame Blavatskp from Nexv Yol-I;. 
It is not intenclecl to reflect upon the  Eas t  Intlians a s  a hotly in any  xv,~y ; 11ut 
solell- to show \\-hy the  s igners  desire t ha t  the .\'e.~-r-dt D o c f ~ i ~ z c  s h ~ u i d  not I)e 
hel(l 1)acl; I~ecause  some Intlian pundits  a r e  against  it.-[l:u.] 

N e w  YORK, January  10, 1888. 
~ ~ A L ) A M E  H. P. BLAVX' I~KY,  

RE:SPI:C'~I'ET) CHIEF  :--LVe have just heart1 tha t  you have I ~ e e n  asliecl to 
\\ ~tht l ra \ \ -  from pu1)lication the  S i c ~ ~ f  /)c)ifi-i/lt. 

'This e\traortlinai-j request  em,Lnates, \ve a r e  toltl, from member s  of the 
Theosopl~icnl  Soclety, ho sa). tha t  if tlie t ~ o o k  is I ~ r o u g h t  out  it  \ \ i l l  I)e :it- 

tacl;ed o r  ritliculetl I)y some  Eas t  Illtlian pulitlits. ancl tha t  i r i s  not \ \ ize t o  

nn t , l gon i~e  these Intlian 
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\Ve most  earnest ly ask you not  to pay heed to this desire,  hu t  to br ing  
ou t  the  Secrr7t nnc t r i ne  a t  the  earl iest  possible day .  

I t  is a work for which we,  ant1 huntlretls of o thers  all over the  United 
States,  have heen wait ing for some years,  most  of us  s t and ing  firmly on the  
promise niatle hy yourself tha t  it ivas l~eing- preparetl  ant1 would appear .  

JVhile the \.t7est has  the  highest  regard  for the  Eas t  Indian ~ ~ h i l o s o p h y ,  it 
is. a t  the  s a m e  time, be t te r  able to g r a s p  ancl u~i t le rs tand  works tha t  a r t  
writ ten by  those acquainted \vith the \.Vest, Ivith its language ,  witli its usages 
a n d  itliorn, ant1 witli its history, ant1 I\ 110 a r e  themsel\res westerns.  11s \ \ r  

\veil l<no\v tha t  it is from the  \Test the chief s t rength  of the  'Theosophical So- 
ciety is to come,  al though its kno\vleclge ant1 inspiration may ant1 (lo I-each u s  
from the East ,  \ve a r e  adclitionally anxious that  you,  who have clevotetl pour life 
to this cause ancl have hitherto granted  u s  the g r ea t  boon founcl in I s i s  Lir'i~~~ilec!, 
shoultl no t  now s top  almost  a t  the  very point of giving us  the  Stirt.t / ) o c f ~ - i u ~ * ,  
but g o  on with it in order  tha t  \ \ e  may s ee  !our pleclge f~~l f i l le t l  ancl anothel- 
impor tan t  s tone  laic1 in the  Theosophical  eclitice. 

Fu r the r ,  nre hasten to assure  you thxt  it makes  but  smal l  clifTerence- 
if any  whatever-here in the  vast ant1 populous \Irest wha t  any  one  01- many 
pundits  in India say  01- threaten to s ap  ahout  the Secref  Ilnctri~z,?. since \ye 

believe tha t  a l though a g r e a t  inheri tance has  been placecl hefore the  Eas: 
Indians by their  ancestors they  have not  s e i ~ e t l  it, nor  have they in these later  
(lays g-iven it ou t  to their  fellow riien living- beyontl the  bountls of Iiitlia, ant1 
since this apa thy  of theirs, com1)inecl \vith their a\-on.ecl l~elief  tha t  all \Yestern 
people. be ing  low-caste men ,  cannat  receive the Sacred Kno\\~letlge, has  re-  
niovetl these pundits  from the  field of influence upon Western  thought.  

And  lastly, knolving tha t  the  g r ea t  wheel of t ime ha s  turned  itself once 
more  so  tha t  the  l'o\vers a l>o\~e  see that  the  hour  has  come when to all people, 
Eas t  ant1 \Vest alike, shall he  given the  t r ue  kno\\rledge, 1)e it 17etlantic o r  
other\vise, \ye helieye tha t  the  Masters behind the Theosophical  Societ! 
a n d  \vhom you serve,  desire tha t  such  hooks a s  the  Secret 1)ncz'~i~ze shoul<l be 
writ ten.  

Lye tlierefore earnest ly en t rea t  you not  to be n ~ o ~ r e t l  from your original 
I)urpose ancl plain pletlge that ,  before passing away  from ou r  earthly sight .  
you \I-ould lay before us the  Secret 110~-tritze. 

Receive,  illatl:lme, the  assurances  of ou r  high esteem ant1 the  pletlge o f  
ou r  continuecl loyalty. 

Signet1 : 
\ . - \ ' I I~I.IA~I Q. JUDGE. 

J.  CAMI'I:FI I, i T ~ ~  PI,ASCK. 
S \lILL12 I-IICKS CI~APP,  
AI,F:X \I\;I)FIZ FUI,I,FK'I ON, 

Eusos I). HAJIJIOSL). 
I ~ I : S E R  I)OUI:T LI)AT, 
G ~ . o n c ; ~  I\'. \.VHI:AT, 
J N O .  \ jT.  LOYLI,I , 
GEORGE IV. S A L ~  1>1<, 

LI'UIA I~EI ,L ,  

L ~ R S .  J .  C. GRIFFIN,  
AI,EX. 0. DRXGICSEYICS. 
E. 11. S A X I ~ I ~ N ,  
E. 31. TOZIFR.  
E. DAY ~IACI )HERSO~\ ; ,  
JNO. F. hI11-1 EK. 11. u.. 
lY11,1~1~\~1 31. G A r 1  l- s, 
EIIII .Y G. F I~FJI IXG,  
I:. 15. GRAY. JK. .  

H IDJII   KINA. fo? himself ant1 26 otllet-5. 
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EPITOIIE OF THEOSOPIIY. -T~~S  tract, \vliicl~ appeared in J : ~ n u a r -  l'x,rt:. 
has 11ee11 printetl separatelj- ns an o f f r i n g  to the cause 1)y a Ne\v Yol-I; 

Theosol)llist. It has 1)een \\-ell receivetl ant1 \vitlel>- circulatetl ; the .Ti'. Lo~li'., 
Globc /lt?~zocral', of Janua9-  1;t1i, printed it rntil-e. 

CINCINSATI T. S .  coi~tinues active \vork. 111 1)ecember a paper elltitlet1 
" Proteus " \vas read. Some estracts from it \\.ill ap1)ear in the PATH. 

I S H ~ V A R X  THEOSOL'IIICXL SOCIETY, hiinneapolis, hlinn., has been cluly 
organized. Dr.  J .  1'. D. B. 1.a I'ierre is President : James Taylor,  Vice- 
Presiclenl; ant1 Julia Lo\.ering, Secretary. 

ARYAN T .  S., S. Y.-Tlie iveekly meetlngs are  full of interest ant1 \\-ell 
attended. T h e  sul~ject of Icarma has been cliscussetl, nncl Spiritual Culture 
talcen up for consitleration. 'The Library has increased in si/e ancl is mucll 
used. 

IN INDIA.  

HEADQUARTERS L I H K ~ ~ I I Y . - ~ v ~ ~  300 volullles have been added to the 
Western Section since last December, and several hundreti h i s s .  ant1 printed 
matter to the Eastern Section. 

In December the Xdnliral of the Chinese fleet while a t  Colurnho receivetl 
from the Columbo T.  S .  a copy of Col. Olcott's Buddhist Catechism, ant1 in 
reply said he \voulcl encleavor to have it translated into Chinese for circula- 
tion in the Empire.  The  ISudtlhist Fancy B a ~ a a r  was held a t  the 'T. S. 
Headquarters in Colilmbo in December. 

B O ~ I B A Y  THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY'S FKEE DISPENSARY.--In October,  
1887, 886 patients were treated here, Hindus, Parsees, hiussalmans, anti 
others. 

PROPOSED COSVENTIOY I N  E u R o P E . - T ~ ~  new Vienna T.  S. proposes 
to  hring about a convention a t  Bayrenth during the Wagner  hlusical Festival 
in July, 18%. .-I iregetarian restaurant will be open there during the per- 
formances. An)- desiring to attencl can atltlress H e r r  Frieclricl; Eckstein, 
IYien, V. (Austria) Siebenl)runnengasse, S o .  15. 

SeveruZ ff-ie?zds hct-dt. ge/zerullsZ~f co7tt~iht~fe~L' the nzeans o f  re$l-i~zfing fhc 
P.11 H f u r  ilpril, 1587, i~r ' z (J  t y j 3  orcz'ersfo~ z' f  can short& be jllt'd. 

Great is the fruit, great the advantage of earnest contemplation when set 
around with upright conduct.-.lltr/la-Pizri~zibba~~iz-S~~ftailzta. 

OM. 


